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CHAP. I. 

** 'Neifher maa aor ai^eli can discern ■ 

HypocrUy^ tbo ooly otU which walks ^ 

InTisible, except to God alone. 

67 Mb permissiTe will through heaTen and earth; 

And oft though wisdom wakes, suspicion sleeps 

At wisdom^s gate, and to simplidtj 

Resigns her charge, while goodness thinks no ifl 

Where no iU seems,*' 



jTo dt> justice^ in describing the family 
of the Modishes, is indeed a most ardu* 
oas taskj for they were all persons of 
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surprising ability and perseverance. ~~Mr.* 
Modish was originailj a Jew, his nanie 
Abraham Sdomoin* He was a lawyer^ 
and after some years practice in that re- 
spectable profession^ found it conveni- 
ent^ for the advancement of bis family, 
or probably forsome wise reason, which 
he did not think primer to divulge, to 
drop the name of Solomons, and adopt the 
modern appellation of- Modish. He had, 
most fortunately^ met with a lucrative 
client in Mrs. Quadruped, a lady of 
large fortune^, who trusted all ber con- 
cerns to his care-; and he was so diligent 
in her service, that^ to the astonishment 
of every one, in a short time he amassed 
a sufficient sum to enable him to take a 
bouse near Blackfriars Bridge, to pur- 
chase carriages, horses, a country resi- 
dence^ and all that the heart of man could 
wish. There were, however, some per- 
sons who did not scruple to ^y that 
Mr. Abraham Modish was a wolf in 
sheep's clothing; but, as the irays i>f 
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omnipotence are inscrutable to human 
eyesj it oftentimes appears to weak mor* 
tals that the best people are overtaken 
with unforeseea calamitieSj while the 
wicked thrive and prosper. So it hap* 
pened with Mr Abraham Modish^ for 
all of a sudden, the town and country 
houses^ 'carriages^ and horses^ were dis* 
posed of^ and no oue knew what was be- 
come of the fiifnily of the Modishes. 
'N.ev^theless, wheu their names were 
mentioae^f persons would give signify- 
k^ nods and winks.^—^' They had no 
doubt but Mr. Abraham Modish had 
cogent reasons for removing in a hurry. 
Poor Mrs, Qaadruped ! she was cer- 
tainly an object of pity, who from hav- 
ing a fortune of seventy thousand pounds, 
bad not only been reduced to great indi- 
.gencCj but absolutely obliged to ab- 
scond, ''^—And^ it was the general opini- 
on^ that Mr« Abraham Modish had 
accompanied his client^ as he preferred 
fisiiiog the Continent by his own desire, 

B 2 
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probabljr (hinking^ that if sent there^ her 
might not be appointed to the situation he 
liked. Certain^ however^ it veas^ that 
to the great loss of society and his numer 
Tous friends and admirers^ for some years 
he did not shew himself. He certainly 
was not a man of gallantry^ therefore^ 
persons who knew faim^ were not surprised 
at hearing that he had left Mrs. Qua* 
druped in a strange land, or that he 
had felt such humanity for her, that to 
prevent her being exposed to danger, be 
had taken charge of all her jewels and 
other valuables, the wreck of her im- 
mense fortune. No doubt he did this 
with the best intention, for he knew the 
world, and felt that the wick^ and the 
worthless could not withstand such ttaip* 
tations, and he probably securied them 
for Mrs. Quadruped', heirs. After a 
lapse of many years, ""this >bright lumi- 
nary, Mr. Abraham Modish, his wife» 
two sons, and one daughter, were dis- 
covered in a small house in the neigh'* 
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bourbood of Islington^ but so far from 
being in affluence^ they appeared to be 
in a very humble sphere. This residence 
bad DO Superfluities^ as the inventory 

' proves : 

'^ A bed without acartain, 

A brokcm jar to empty dirt in, 

A candlestick, a greasy night cap, 

A spitting pot to catch what might hap ; 

Two stockings, darn'd with numerous stitchei , 

A. piece of shirt, a pair of breeches, 

A three legM stool, a four leg'd table^ 

Were fill'd with books unfit for rabble." 

In this obscure retreat w'ere buried the 
transcendent talents of Mr. Abraham 
Modish^ his wife, two sons, who have 
already been mentioned, and their daugh- 
ter; for in all Mr. Abraham Modish 's 
travels he had not had the good fortune to 
meet with another client like Mrs. Qua- 
draped. Why or wherefore, the writer 
of these anecdotes cannot determine, but 
80 it assuredly was, that aIthough.no 
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one dispmted the great abilities possessed 
bj the mates of this famil}^, jeTerj oii^ 
acknowledging that thej were uneom-^ 
lEDonlj clever in their pofession, yet n(( 
person seemed inclined to intrude ofi 

^ their leisure^ and wonderful to relate^ 
these superlative geniuses were compelled 
to go from house to house^ to beg em- 
ployment from solicitors ; but as few of 
these gentlemen would confide in them^ 
their income was so limitled that thej 
could not procure those luxuries for 
which they languished. The second son^ 
Mr. Symphony Modish^ had great ta* 
lenta, both for haberdashery and music^ 
and of the two he certainly excelled in th^ 
former; he understood ribbons in perfec* 

.tion^ and his appearance was such as 
would have entitled him to the epithet of 
a smart shop-boy ; but his sister being a 
young lady of great pride^ and wonder-> 
ful elegance/ objected to the haberdash* 
ery business^ as degrading; she indeed 
teH great repugnance to hiB teaching 
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( 

mitsic^ but of the two, thit she though^ 
less exceptiooablej and Sjinphony Mo- 
dish was put apprentice to a master of 
that profession^ aud at a proper time was 
sent to Brighton^ to make connections, 
which might assist him in bis musical 
taleots. At this period a person was 
much wanted to tune instruments by the 
gentleman who kept the library on^thf 
Marine Parade^ and Mr. Symphony Mo* 
disli succeeded to the employment* The 
situation procured him a few scholars, and 
as he taught at a reduced price, be wa« 
employed at a fewt)f the small seminaries. 
Chance, it was supposed, directed Mr. 
Symphony Modish 's steps to Sir Timothy 
Flighty to harmonize the Baronet's forte 
piano; biit the scandalous world said 
that he was sent into Sussex, on purpose 
to get introduced to Sir Timothy, as it 
was generally known, he was passionately 
fond of music. If such was really the 
motive of his being sent to Brighton, it 
fully answered his most sanguine expec 
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tations, for he was a little insignificant 
beings who would prore useful to a 
young man of fashion ; as he could run 
errands^ talk scandal^ tye Miss Shark's 
^ash, wash her lap-dog, or da any 
other dirty work that was required^ 
With these accomplishments he soon 
got a footing in the Baronet's house^ 
which was a subject of great joy to 
Mr. Abraham Modish ; but as he was 
a wise man^ and paid great attention to ' 
old adagesj he thought two strings to 
his bow better' than one ; he therefore 
sent his eldest son to visit his brother in 
Brighton; and in a few posts the old 
couple and their elegant daughter were 
agreeably surprised at hearing that 
they had obtained Sir Timothy Flight 
as a client. 

Mr. Alexander Modish had nothing in 
his person or manner to recommend him^ 
as assuredly -Dame Nature had been 
niggardly in her bounty to him ; but he 
was sensible^ well educated^ and^ when 
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he chose to ea^ert his abilities^ was a moat 
agreeable companion; therefore it was 
not astonishing that he should gain the 
confidence and friendship of the Baronet. 
Now the next thing to be done was to 
account to Sir Timothj for the miserable 
establishment of Mr. Abraham Modish's 
family ; but^ as has been already ob* 
served, Mr. Modish had very superior 
abilities, and great discernment : he soon 
found the weak side of Sir Timothy; 
therefore, when the old gentleman was 
introduced to his new client, he regretted 
that he was not in a situation to pay him 
that attention which he ardently wished 
to do ; but he had experienced very great 
misfortunes, and he wept — " ye gods, 
how he did weep!'' The humane and 
generous Baronet was shocked at seeing 
an old man shed tears : he entreated him 
to be comforted, and requested to be in* 
formed of the nature of those griefs un- 
der. which he laboured, as, if possible^ 
he would assist him. Mr, Abraham Mo**' 

B.5 
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dish^ after several sobs^ hums^ and hB.% 
said that his beloved wife was a West 
Indian ; that she was a lady of great fa* 
mi I J, and possessed an ample fortone^ 
which^ with his business^ used to support 
them in that stjle of elegance to vvhicb 
they had been accustoQied from their in* 
fancy ; but of late years West India pro^ 
perty had decreased in value so const* 
derably, and having himself been con- 
fined for six years with repeated indis- 
positions^ added to which (but it waa 
repugnant to his feelings to mention the 
event which had nearly ruined them)^ he 
' had been so foolislij for he never could 
bear to see people in distress^ to be bound 
in the sum of six thousand pounds for a 
friend^ and he ungenerously had left 
Mr« Abraham Modish to' discharge the 
debt. All these afflictions had incapa- 
citated him for business ; and as Mrs. 
Modish had great family pride^ it had 
nearly broke her heart that Symphony 
Modish should lower himself to teach 
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music; but he was an amiable young 
man^ had a tender heart, and, unknown 
to the famiij, had engaged to assist la"* 
dies of fashtoQ in that science. This had 
also so mortified his daughter^ who was 
a geutle creature, though she bad also a 
proper pride, that for two years she had 
not spoken to herbrother» in consequence 
of his degrading himself and family. 

Sir Timothy Flight felt for this dis* 
tressed and noble family, and consulted 
with Mr. Alexander Modish, who shewed 
Jus accustomed delicacy on the oeeaiioo, 
how be could assist his father without 
wounding such fine feelings as be pos«^ 
aessed. Mr. Alexander Modish recom- 
mended that a double set of chambers 
should be taken in the Temple; that 
they should be fitted up very handsomely, 
as be observed that the world tno fre- 
quently judges from appearances: this 
would strike the ignorant, and others 
would have no fears of trusting their 
concerns in the hands of persooa of such 



18 BRIGHTON IN AN UPROAR. 

apparent wealth. To encourage this rni'* 
fortunate but deserving family^ Sir TU 
mothy took his affairs out of Mr. Equity's 
bands^ and appointed Messrs. Abraham 
and Alexander Modish his solicitors; 
Immediately large new elegant books 
were placed in Mr. Modish's chambers^ 
with Sir Timothy Flight's name in gilt 
letters On them. But the Baronet was 
incapable of doing an unjust action ; 
therefore he would not have withdrawn 
his concerns from Mr. Equity, if tli^ 
Mr. Modishes had not proved to hiooi'^ 
and clearly too, that in looking over and 
casting up Mr. Equity's accounts, ^tit- 
ring the short period of the last twenty* 
six years, that he had overeharged Sir 
Timothy the enormous sum of ten 
pounds. This, Mr. Alexander Modish 
said^ might be^ an oversight, but pei- 
sons in business should be more circuBO- 
spect; indeed, he must say^ there could 
be no excuse for such a man as Mr. 
Equity being incorrect in his accounts; 
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it also grieved him to say^ that it ap- 
peared that Lady Flight and his uncles 
bad ^not consulted hi» interest during hu 
minority, as it wa» evident that some 
money, .which had been designed by the 
late Sir Timothy to purchase an estate^ 
ought to have been the Baronet's ; where- 
as the younger children had benefitted 
by that sum. This was a delicate sub- 
ject^ and painful to him to express his 
sentiments upon ; but, had he been Mr. 
Equity, he should have renionstrated 
i^ith the relatives, and insisted that jus- 
tice should be done to his client ; pro^ 
bably he might be wrong, but he pos^- 
sessed such a warm interest always for 
those who honoured him with their con- 
cerns, that he always considered their 
case a^ his own, and consequently exerted 
bis very mean abilities to the utmost. 

What a God-send was this to Sir Ti- 
mothy Flight ; to possess such a sincere^ 
such a disinterested friend ; it would be 
madness not to place implicit confidencis 
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in him; aad no sooner thought than 
done. The Baronet went immediately 
with old Modish, and desired Mr. Equity 
to deliver into this respectable solicitor'! 
hands all his papers, &c. &c. &c. 

Mrs. and Miss Charlotte Modish had 
not yet been introduced to the Baronet^ 
and a day was fixed Vi^hen Sir Timothy 
Flight promised to take a family dinner 
with them, previously to which he sent a 
present of some game to Mrs. Modish. 
This family had great merit, for they 
always liked to appear genteel ; there^ 
fore^ to keep up appearances/ they had a 
foot-boy, instead of a female servant, as 
.the ladies amused themselves with keep- 
ing the house clean, and cooking the 
victuals ; but as soon as Sir Timothy be- 
came a client of Mr. Abraham Modish, 
their bouse was furnished, and a maid 
added to the establishment. It is, bow- 
ever, difficult to break ourselves of long 
habits; therefore, when the Baronefs 
groom brought the game^ he knocked 
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several times^ but could gain no en* 
trance ; ipvhen at last a person demanded 
from the ai^ea vfho was there. Upon 
gaining the desired information^ '' God 
hless my heart/' replied the woman, " it 
is TastI J kind to be sore to send me some 
game;^ do. Sir, step this way; I am 
sorry yau have waited so long, but the 
girl is cleaning the rooms^ and the lad 
gone on an errand, and I am amusing 
myself with frying^ tripe/' The groom 
now found that the person whom he bad 
taken for the cook was the mistress : she 
expressed her concern that she bad no 
^mall change, but she had a little British 
spirit at hand, which sheinsisted he should 
take^ and drink the good Baronet^i 
health.' When the man returned, be 
amused himself with giving a description 
of Mrs. Modish to his fellow servants. 

At last the day arrived when Mrs. and 
the gentle Miss Charlotte Modish were 
to be introduced to Sir Timothy Flight* 
Miss sat down to play and stng> to the 
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great annoyance of the Baronevwbo was 
really a judge of music^ andj as his nerves 
were delicate^ her loud, vociferation was 
extremely distressing to his nice feelings. 
The table was so crowded with good things, 
that it was diflScult to find room for the 
plates^ added to which^ the apartqfient 
was so close and confined as to prove in- 
convenient to the Baronet^ who was fond 
of a free circulation of air. Mrs. Mo- 
dish perceived this^ and regretted that 
they were reduced to reside in such a 
small house: times^ she said, with a 
deep sigh> were greatly altered ; she 
sevecely felt the change which had tatcen 
place in their circumstances; she had 
always been accustomed to have slaves 
at her command, but ^she hoped one of 
these days she should have it in her pow- 
er to receive her guests as she used to do., 
-when they had a house near Blackfri- 
ars; for she was informed the next rCi- 
mittances she had from the West Indies 
wouM be considerable, Mr. Modiak 
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could not refrain from mentioning that 
be founfl tbe distance very great from 
Islington to tbe Temple^ and that when 
be was obliged to call on bis clients at 
the west end of tbe town, it took up half 
a daj^ upon which> Sir Timothy recom- 
mended bis removing nearer to him. The 
conversation now turned upon indifferent 
subjects^ in which Miss Charlotte Mo- 
dish^ who was extremely diffident» had 
an opportunity of displaying her great 
abilities : she exhibited some feathers^ 
with which she was decorating a skreen ; 
indeed^ this young lady was the very 
quintessence of elegance and profound 
learning; she spoke a little French ; she 
could say good morning and goad night 
in Italian ; she played upon the forte- 
piano^ and she had recently finished her 
education by attending three lectures at 
the Royal Institution ; consequently^ she 
could talk about botany^ gas^ oxygen^ 
and hydrogen ; of levers, mechanical 
action^ the belles lettresj and the musical 



gtft9ses« The Baronet attended to all 
the young lady said, o|r. did ; he was too 
polite to laugh in her presencej but be 
jfas of a satirical turo, and he did not 
spare her the next day to his intimates. 

Mr. Alexander Modish on the foUow^ 
ing morning represented to the Baronet 
that be \?a9 grie?ed that his father could 
not move to the west end of the town ; 
for he had not nStich ready money^ and 
to furnish a house required a larger sum 
than he could conveniently spare; that 
be was a man of such independent spirit, 
that he would not ask his relations to as-^ 
•ist him ; but if the Baronet would ad* 
vance what money they wanted, they 
would pay t\it interest^ and setihe prin- 
cipal off in their accounts; to which 
proposal Sir Timothy consented. Mrs. 
Modish was delighted at the intelligence, 
and a house was soon taken in th^ vici^- 
nity of Chelsea, which the upholsterer 
was desired to exert all his taste in fitting 
up« and to sp^re no expence^ as they 
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only wished that it might be very fine^ 
verj ekgant^ aad worthy of the persons 
who were to iofaabit it. It was soon 
finished^ and the family of the Modishes 
took up their abode in a mansion fit for 
a duke; but, alas! how uncertain is all 
mortal enjoyment :— Poor Mr, Abraham 
Modish had not been long settled in his 
new habitation^ before he was seized with 
a fit of the gout : for some weeks he was 
coafined to bis bed> and his feet remained 
80 tender^ that he was compelled to have 
a hackney i> coach every day to and from 
fte Temple. The expence attending this 
Was not only enormous, but very in con* 
venient^ HS in wet weather he had been 
detained some hours before a coach could 
be procured^ and Miss Charlotte Modish 
could not endure snch a filthy conveys 
anee; besides, Mr. Symphony Modish 
had twice had' his shoes and silk stockings 
spoiled by the dirty straw. The brother 
aud sister were now reconciled, as he bad 
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given up the eiriplojment of a muffic- 
master^ and was studying the law. ' 

Mr, Alexander Modish was a dutiful 
soUj and a most affectionate |)rother : he 
was distressed at bearing the great, ex- 
pence and inconvenience his family ex«> 
perienced^^nd he spoke on the subject 
to the Baronet in the most feeling terms* 
He lamented the declining state of bia 
father's healthy and bis incapacity of 
ivalking so far as his office ; that he had 
made a minute calculation^ and that^ with 
prudence^ a carriage might be kept for 
much less than was now expended in pub* 
lic conveyances. Sir Timothy was of the 
same opinion ; and Mr. Alexander Mo- 
dish observed^ that as the Baronet had 
j[nore carriages and horses than he could 
use^ if he would let his father have a 
barouche and pair of horses^ they should 
also be set off in their business transac* 
tions ; and as the Baronet disliked trou- 
ble, be should only be plagued once im 
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ibree years with his account. Sir Tiaio» 
thy consented to their having one of his, 
carriages^ but he loved his hdrses^ and 
did n<)t appear disposed to part from any 
of them ; therefore he directed his coach* 
man to look out for a pair of horses for 
Mr. Modish^ and in a few weeks this re-- 
spectable family had their establishment 
complete. It was at this period that 
Mrs« Mortimer was taken into the Baro- 
net's service. 

The next thing to be accomplished 
was to exalt .Miss Charlotte Modish to 
the rank of Lady Flight, but this proved 
a more difficult task than was expected. 
Mr. Alexander Modish again set his 
wits to work^ and frequent invitations 
were sent to Sir Timothy for dinner 
parties^ but they were seldom accepted^ 
for although the Baronet was pleased 
with the. sensible conversation of Mr. 
Alexander Modish, he could not tolerate 
the vulgarity of the rest of the family. 
Sir Timothy rode every day at two 
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o'clock^ therefore Mr. Alexander Modisb 
desired that his sister would learn to ride> 
as he knew the Baroaet had a horse which 
would carry a lady, and he would cdta- 
tpive for her to ride with Sir Timothy. He 
also tho.ught, that after the long illnefls 
his father had experieneed'^ warm baths 
and the sea air would be of great 
service in restoring him to health; and 
although the family did not like Brigb* 
ton^ yet to be near their dear friend and 
iLind client, they would endeavour to 
spare time, at least for a few months, to 
visit Sussex. They were so fortunate as to 
meet with a confidential person as a 
clerk, with whom they could trust their 
business during this necessary absence; 
and the whole of th^ family removed to 
the lodgings taken for them in St. James- 
street, Brighton. 

It required some days for Mrs. and 
Miss Modish to unpack their parapherna- 
lia: they were ladies of great econc^my^ 
and possessed a pefseveranceof di^osi- 
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ii0n, trbich nodered them equal to con« 
toid witb difficuUies, ^rbich others would 
not eveo attempt to surmount ; therefore 
it was proper that Miss Charlotte Modish 
should appear^ in ev^ry respect^ fit for the 
high station in life in which her fond 
parents and affectionate brothers hoped 
soon to see her placed. Mrs« and Miss 
Modi«h« previously to leaving Town^ 
ransacked every shop from Houndsditch 
to Craoborne Alley for bargains^ and at 
length purchased a wkrdrobe^ proper for 
the future spouse of Sir Timothy Flighty 
to make her debut in at Brighton. They 
finished their tour of the metropolis in 
Bond-atreet^ as Miss assured her dear 
Ma^ that aU persons of fashiph bought 
their full dresses inr that fashionable part 
of the town; that robes^ bonnets^ &c. 
made there^ had a peculiar cut and bon 
ion, whicli gam ^ ciertaiii degree of son- 
diali^nce fkad.el^aace to the wearer^ 
virljich was quite irresistible. Such an 
wi^wnent was indisputable^ and the w^ 
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dulgeiit mother permitted Miss Charlotte 
Modish to expend one hundred poundi 
on her sweet person^ in any shops that 
she thought proper to patronize by her 
custom. . ' 

The ladies b6ing thus able to dress in 
a style suitable to their recent elevation^ 
Mr, Alexander Modish waited on Mrs, 
Mortimer to inform her that his family 
were now ready to receive their fri'endsj 
and he hoped that she would allow him 
the honour of introducing her to them, as 
it was only a few doors from her own 
residence. She soon arrived at Mr, 
Modish^ and was ushered into a draw- 
ing-room where the old gentleman and 
lady were. Before the introduction was 
over. Miss Charlotte Modish entered, and 
Mrs, Mortimer had no small difficulty ia 
commanding her risible faculties, when 
she codtemplated tbis family group. 

Mr: Abraham Modish was a darkj 
fat, squat man, but to appear yoirthfol, 
and ia hopes of not having the i^pearMice 
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•f a Jew^ he sported a flaxen \rig, a 
white coat^ at least the lightest drab> 
Mrs. Mortimer had ever seen^ and to add 
io his strange appearance, at leaving the 
room for his morning's airing, he put 
on a wjiite hat. Mrs. Modish, in every 
respect, resembled Mrs. Cheshire in the 
Agreeable Surprise ; but as all my readers 
0iay not have seen that character, I vrill 
describe Mrs. Modish. She was a very 
large vronian^ v.ery vulgar^ but what is 
tenned comely; and as she and her 
daughter had purchased complexions in 
Bond-street, her face appeared : to ad-* 
vantage: her dr^ss consisted of a fine 
muslin robe, having, a coloured border 
round it; a dark blue sash, tied in the 
front, and reaching to her feet ; a white 
beaver hat, lined with satin, turned up; 
and two large feathers^ one standing per* 
pendicular, the other reclining on the left 
shtfulder; an enormous silver button and 
loup, with an auburne wig, compleated 
tlie dishabille. It was in the month of 

TOL. II. c 



tK* Bm[CfilH>N IN AN CTROUtV 

Jkugtist^ and the daugbter v?as dressed 
the Sadie as her motfaer^ only that Aa 
kad tbe addittoa of a greJeo clotfa maotkr^ 
lined wiHi S^bite satki, bordered rouml 
with aipurple velvet and gold lace; pale 
blue kid &hoe«, arid yellow gloV^s. £be 
"w^^ of 4iKintmitive stature^ being not mora 
than four feet higb ; had she been of a 
comnion height, she might have passed 
ttmottced. The family received Mrs. 
Mortimer very graciously. Miss Modish 
said ber brothers had iaforoied ber tbat 
Mrs. Mortimer underrtood several Ian- 
guages ; «be hoped they should be ex^ 
tremely intimate^ as she veisbed mudi t« 
converse in Italian^ as since sbehad leanrt 
that soft insinuating tongue, she consider* 
ed French quite vulgar. Tbe converia* 
lion then tamed to Sir Timothy Flight t 
every one was loud in his praise, and 
Miss Modish^ with a significant «imper« 
4[>bserved that she must put on her habit, 
for th^ day was so fine, that tbe Baron^ 
would iride^ and if she did n^t aciDOBOk 
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panjr jbim .}ie would be extremely disap- 
pointed. Mrs. Mortimer's little girls 

• 

vrete viith ber« and seeing some very mag- 
nificent parasols^ they opened tbem: thejr 
then applied to the old lady to inform 
them v^bat the pretty paiotiugs were with 
wbicli they were decorated ; she desired 
the children would apply to Miss Char- 
lotte Modish, as she had been liberally 
educated, and knew every thiog; but as 
for her part she never minded (hose sort 
of things. Xhey were indeed very ele- 
ganJip beiqg of white satin, with solid 
silver atems^ and fringe and tass.els to cor- 
respond. The young btdy informed the 
little girls that the figures represented 
the dgns of the Zodiac. As the parasols 
had only eight sides, Mrs. Mortimer re- 
qjiested to look at themi as she was curi- 
ous io know bow the figures were ptaced, 
wbep the fi^rst otgecta which met her att^^u- 
tiop.were Minierva, Mars^ and Venus. This 
convinc;ed Mrp. Mortimer that Miss Char- 
|o(ti3 Modish was well informed, and bad 
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profited by the liberal education she had 
received. 

Mrs. Modish said she intended to give a 
large rout immediately, for she had come 
to Brighton purposely for pleasure ; there- 
for6 she wished to be acquainted with 
a great many people^ and to be informed 
of the notice generally given on these 
occasions. Mrs. Mortimer satisfied her 
on this subject^ and Mr. Symphony Mo- 
dish had directions to write the cards ; 
he also waited on all the families in 
which he bad taught music^ or tuned 
instruments, and requested permission 
to introduce his mother and sister to 
them. 

The gentlemen were indefatigable ; they 
frequented all the libraries, and in chat- 
ting on politics, or the news f the day^ 
' they mad6 some acquaintances. ' Many 
therefore attended the rout from the no- 
velty of the invitation, ajid also to see 
what sort of beings the persona were 
who cut such a conspicuous appearance 
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in Brighton. On their first debut oa 
the Stejae> they had been taken for 
mountebanks^ as the old nian drove his 
fainily in. the dress already described, in 
an elegant barouche, with two dashing 
servants, behind* Indeed^ it was not long 
before this group was ejihibited in tho 
print-shops. 

A Saturday was fixed on for Mr., 
and Mrs. Abraham Modish's rout^ 
when they also changed their name^ 
and renounced the Jewish persuasion^ 
but whether fortunate for them or notj 
certainly^ when they came into Sussex^ 
they had their religion to chuse. 
This they left to the determina- 
tion of Mr. Symphony Modish, for he 
was now a very dashing little fellow, 
perfumed, and decorated with superb 
trinkets ; and he decided, that the fa- 
mily must attend the Chapel Royal, as 
all persons of rank and fashion went there, 
and that he had bespoke elegant prayer 
books, and secured seats in the most 

c 3 



cOBspictioos part of iht chapel, lo ctm« 
Tinee the people that they htfd notbiog td 
do with the Old Test Mtieirty whith Ihcjr 
considered mould lesf^ett fhem in ^ 
opmioa of the vKorM. They never tc- 
fiected thftf only the ignorant and (he 
kicked could ever depreciate any religi-' 
ous sect, for are g^e not all alike io" 
debted to the same merciful being for 
oiSr existenee ? Ar6 Vft not creatures of 
bh itill, ^h^tber Jevrf, Turks, or Chris- 
tiatis ? Do \re not all tvorship f b<5 same 
God ? Are we not the children of hi* 
loire ? And if i^e live up to the standard 
of our profession here, shall we not all 
partake of his glory hereafter ?— But 
sentimentsr such as these neter entered 
the bead of Mr. Abraham Modish, of 
bis family. 

At last the day arrived, on the eVcirfog 
of which Mrs. Modish was to exhi- 
bit in the character of a fine lady. Mrs* 
Mortimer was extremely entertaiiicd, 
every person who entered being intra* 
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doc^ in form to tfae hostess^ and Mr. 
SyoipboDy Modish acquitted Jiiaaself m 
master of the eeremooies in a yerjr stylish 
maimer ; nevertheless^ be was soiBetimes 
at a lo6S^ as the cards of intitation not 
only iocluded all the family to whom 
they were addressed^ but the friends 
and lelationa of each. There was no 
Uck of good things^ for in lespeilt vOf 
fOTQvUions^ this r<iut might have vied with 
a Dutch drum ; Mrs. Modish waa» how- 
ever^ at a great loss when the company 
irere to he placed at cards, for in the 
multiplicity of the new faces which had 
been introduced to ber« although ft lady 
of u prising memory and clear sights 
yet she could not recollect the pear ponr 
qeeti^n which subsisted between several 
of the company ; coasei|uently she placed 
man a9d;wife at the sametable^ and somo 
e¥en peeved to be quite a family party. 
Probably she thought it wicked to sepa- 
r|ite those whom God had jaified toge*- 
theTj if 90j her amiable lotQations diir' 

G 4 
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turbed the harmonj' of the company^ 
■which she was most anxious to promote, 
as she was indefatigable herself in band- 
ing the refreshments^ and pressing every 
person to have a hot cup of^ tea, or a 
strong cup of coffee, and then they would 
be able to take a hand at wisk or cassi- 
Do. Miss Charlotte Modish and Mr. 
Symphony entertained the company with 
small talk^ and it was whispered by the 
brothers how amiable and void of pride 
their sister was^ as a relation had left 
her forty thousand pounds^ besides what 
their father could giv6 her. Sir Timo- 
thy Flight departed earlyj when some 
of the company rallied Miss Charlotte 
Modish about the Baronet^ and admired, 
the horse which she rode. She simpered^ 
looked as young ladies do who are 
pleased to be thought in love; denied 
there being any truth in the report ; con- 
fessed that it depended on her whether 
she would accept of the beautiful palfrey ; 
but she had not yet determined^ as her - 
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conduct alwajs was directtd by her 
papa^ and her dear mamma. After the 
visitors had satisfied their curiosity^ they 
soon departed, which proved a very dis- 
tressing circumstance to the lady of the 
house, as a gentleman, who visited at the 
Pavilion, had promised Mr. Symphony 
that he would look in ; and she flattered 
herself through him to be invited to the 
Prince's parties. Mr. Ton, however^ 
did not make his entrte until nearly mid- 
night,, when Mrs. Modish received him 
with open arms, expressing her sincere 
sorrow, that he had not arrived sooner, 
as she was sure the tea and coffee would 
be quite cold ; but if he would conde- 
scend tO' say which he would have, a hot 
eup should be got immediately, and a 
comfortable bit of toast, unless he liked 
bread and butter better. 

Hearing a lady ask Mr. Ton after 
his^ daughter, she called to Mr. Abra«i 
ham Modish^ in not the most gentle 
manner^, to reprimand him for not telU 
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ing ber tkftt Mr. Tod ^as blessed witli 
a family^ as, to be ftufe> she should have 
invited the whole of them; therefore 
she trusted that he would not be offended 
at tlie nei^ect^ and at another time, and 
soon she hoped, to be introduced to them* 
Mr. Ton bowed^ but it so happened^ 
though he had a Yerj good girl as. a 
dattghter^ that he bad never been maf- 
ried, and had no other . family. Thost 
wbo knew this were much gratified ,at 
beating all Mrs. Abraham Modish'a 
polite «polOgies> bttt as that part of the 
company who remained had been some* 
fitee waitfi^ for their chairs, and faad 
lo«g wished to retire, she could not nako 
up a card table* Mr. Ton^ with tike 
carfe which allrays attends persons acoea* 
Homed to genteel soeiety, assured Min. 
Modish^ that, unless he could be useful 
to^ ber, he had rather not play, as be pre- 
ferred chatting, and he paid ber such ai- 
tenttoe as convinced her that idie ibsmC 
be quite a wenan of polished m aa a eray 
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otberwise he would not bave devoted bis 

attention to her^ and she had no doubt of 

becomuigthe leading person in Brighton^ 

for elegance and fasbioQj and that she 

should have the honour of entertaining 

the Prince. ^ With this impression/ the 

familj of the Modisbes retired to rest^ 

perfectly happy in having thus far ac-, 

complisbed the object of their vrishes ; 

and no doubt they dreaoMd of coroneU 

and all the et ca^ras of grandtar. 
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CHAP. II. 



I Bee fhe circling hunt of noisy men 
Burst law's inclosures^ leap the nH)unds of right. 
Pursuing and pursued, each othikrs prey ; 
, As wolves for rapine ; as the fox for wiles ;* . * 
Till death, that mighty hunter, earths themalL 
Why all this toil for triumphs of an ^hour ? ., > 
What though we wade in wealth, or soar in fame ? 
Earth's highest station ends in ^' here he lies," 
And <' dust to dust," concludes her noblest song.. 

YouN«. 



A FEW days after Mrs. Abraham 
Modish 's rout^ Mrs. Mortimer had two 
friends to call upon her^ Mr. Charlea^ 
Stanton^ and the royal marine artillery 
officer, the latter coming purposely to try 
Sir Timothy Flight's new invented gun^ 
on which she sent to request the fa?our 
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of the Baronet's company to dinner.* 
When Sir Timothy came be told her that 
in future she must not come to his house, 
as be was. told that it was not proper, but' 
he should caJl frequently to consult witb 
her about hts concerns. Mrs. . Mortimer 
was aware that Mr. Alexander Modish* 
had represented the impropriety of her 
going to Sii: Timothy*s> because he did* 
Hot like tiiat she shouM see what was- 
going on. After this^ the Baronet called 
almost every day on Mrs. Mortimer, but 
before he had time to seat himself, oiie 
or other of the family of the Modishe» 
lif^ould enter, and she with pain saw 
that they acquired such an ascendency 
over him, that they directed all his acti-^ 
ons^ She feared it woiild be totally inb- 
possible to save him from ruin ; and her 
situation was now become very distress-* 
iog, as some persons, whom she did not 
know, waited on her, to entreat, if she 
had any influence over Sir Timothy, that 
9he would represent to him that his soli-^ 
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citors were not to be trusted. She ven- 
tured a second tinie lo do this^ sod tim 
Baronet confessed kis having still more 
reason to doubt their honesty. It w 
about this period that he offered to ad- 
Tance Mrs. Mortimer a sum of mone^ to 
take out a patent for a medicine^ wlueh 
he had invented^ and which would cure 
all maladies. She might hare what svod 
she considered necessary to advertise its 
excellent qualities ; and as be wished her 
to make a rapid fortune, he would alM 
take a house for her in White HaTen, and 
by importing pine apples from the West 
ladies, she wpuld bo able to serve Gomot 
Garden Market at a reduced price^ and 
consiequently secure the whole of the 
trade. Mrs, Mortimer was shocked when 
Sir Timothy made these oiFers ; she knew 
his worth and his charitable disposition, 
and she lamented that bis nervous system 
should be so deranged ; but she had his 
welfare at hearty and would sooner ha?e 
starved than have taken advaptage of him. 
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though she was seosib)^ that others did, 
ftad her vrhole studj was to. frustrate 
their wicked desigos. 

Mrs.*aiMl Miss Charlotte Modish wes« 
extremely eivil to Mn. Mortimer, • hat 
at the same time she saw that the whole 
family x^rere both jealous and jifraid of 
her. The house which Mr. Chissel had 
taken for Mrs. Mortimer was in a verj 
unpleasant neighbourhood^ and she asked 
Sir Timothy^s permission to lett it, and to 
take another for herself ; this he agreed 
to^ hut about three weeks after, the gen^ 
tlemen who rented it of her called to 
return the kej^ as the ceilings had fallen 
it). The Baronet desired that she would 
consult Mr. Abraham Modi^ on the 
subject, and he advised that the kej 
might be delivered to Mr. Cbisdel, which 
was done on the same day. Mr. Modidi 
said he had long wished to have so^nc 
privofte conyersation with Mrs. Morti* * 
mer, and he told her that he knew sha 
WM a sincere friend ^ Bit 



^ 
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Fligfat's but fae also knew that she bad 
represented him and bis family in no 
very favourable light to the' Baronet, 
though he flatteifed himself that when 
she really knew tbem^ she would change 
her opinion;, and bethought it necessary 
to tell her^ he was perfectly aware that 
the VrOfId /took streat liberties with bis 
character, «but it was beneath his notice 
to attend to such idle reports. As a man 
of business^ be was glad to have suefa ^ 
client as Sir Timothy^ but he was con- 
cerned for perjons^ of treble his property, 
as she might see if she would look over 
his books ;: that be was under no obliga*^ 
tions to the Baronet^ for on the contrary 
fae was deeply in hi^ debt ; true^ he had. 
received a large sum of money from 
Mr. George Equity, but that Sir Timo- 
thy was. more than that sum in debt 
when he undertook, his affiiirs^ and that 
he had already advanced him . upward» 
of eight thousand pounds. He there- 
fore trusted^ ajfter what, he had exr 
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plained^ that Mrs. Mortimer would have 
too much tense in future to attend to 
any thing that would prove preju- 
dicial to himself or his family. The 
world said^ indeed^ that he wanted 
Sir Timothy Flight for his son-in-law, 
but he could assure her that was not 
the case. Miss Charlotte Modish had a 
large independent fortune: thank God 
he could add considerably to it; and 
the gentle creature bad now an ad-* 
mirai^ two military men of high rank, 
besides, others, who hi^d solicited his 
influence in their favour ; but she was 
ioexorable, and could not bring her- 
self to think of leaving her affection-- 
ate parents. To all this Mrs. Morti- 
mer felt herself at a loss to reply, and 
Mr. Modish proceeded with assuring 
herj that Sir Timothy Flight's relati- 
ons would long since have confined him 
in a madhouse, if he had not pre- 
vented it, and that she must be aware, 
that it was a great loss to theai, be- 



ing obliged always is atteoA od tfte 
BarDnet^ t6 prevent any thiojg of tbe 
sort happeniag. Mfs; Morttmer teld 
Sir Timotbj Flight the ifvhole of this 
conversatiorij y^ho, on hearing it, wa« 
quite in a rage^ and innaediately 
went to Mr. Abrabam Modishj to 
chastise him for telling such stories. 
Mr, Alexander Modish after this iii-> 
formed Mrs. Mortimer that she might 
safe herself the trouble of saying any 
thing against him or his fiiimly to tiie 
Baronet, as be did not dare to cmieeal 
any thing from him. 

Mr. and Mrs. Modish grudged pay* 
ing nine guineas a week fdr a boMe, as 
the air of Brighton agreed wondartuliy 
M^ith the whole family, and it would be 
necessary for Mr. Abraham Modish io 
have warm sea-baths every soosmer; 
therefore^ if they eonid purobase a 
cheap house it would Save great ex* 
pences : accordingly Mr. Alexander Mo- 
dish, with that parental duty for wbichlie 
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who saw no reason to object 4o nneh a 
Becessarj comfoft; tm4 most fortooatety 
some booses were to be put vp for sale in 
a few days in the oeigbbourlMoil of the 
Paviltoo ; and for tbe moderate smn of 
JE1600. Mr. Abrakam Modish became 
possessed of a very comfortable^ coomio* 
dioos family bouse. * Mrs. Modish was 
of an aetif e dispositioD, and desired that 
an upholsterer usight come from Town to 
lake directions, and in three weeks the 
Itowe was completely fomi^bed. Tbuc 
in a few months' this respectaUe fismtly 
becaose in possession of a town and coun-* 
try bouse, two sets of chambers,, car- 
riage, horses, &c. The Baronet conti* 
noed always to shew the greatest kind-^ 
ness to Mrs. Mortimer; and when she 
received the rent for some lodging 
houses of bis, she inclosed it to bim^ 
but he instantly brought it back, saying 
that he did not expect that she could 
Aaii^tn her family without money. Ho 
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then consulted her respecting building^ 
9onie life-boats^ for his benevolent mind 
v^as always' employed to benefit his fel* 
low creatures. His heart ached when 
he heard that thousands had been drown-* 
ed for want of such boats : he had al- 
ready oncj and his plan was to ha?e theni 
at every port^ or at such places asshould* 
be pointed out to him as proper for them 
to. be stationed at» Mrs Mortimer had 
been told that the boat which the Baro-^ 
net already possessed was too heavy ixf 
prove useful : she also knew the gr.eai 
expence attending it, and she was fear«^ 
ful that this would be a most expensive 
project. She then told him that as Ad*', 
miral Sir Charles Hope was then at 
Brighton^ he had better ask his opiaioow 
To this the only. objection he made was 
that th^ Admiral, he was< told^ was very, 
proud, very reserved^ and did not like to 
mix i» society, Mrs. Mortimer then 
mentioned to Sir Timothy the active pari 
which, the gallant Admiral had tak^a ta. 



' BRIG&TON Iir AN UPROAR. 45 

obtain some provision for the orphan 
children of nayal oflScers ; that if his 
name added lustre to England in the an- 
nals of the British Navy^ it would also 
in the page of history be immortalized by 
bis benevolence and' humanity. He then 
copsented that Mrs. Mortimer should en- 
'deavour to get the opinion of this brave 
oiBcer ; and accordingly she wrote to 
<Sir Charles Hope^ explaining exactly her 
situation respecting Sir Timothy Flighty 
and made the desired request in her own 
name. ' Sir Charles, with his usual be- 
nevolence, called on* Sir Timothy, and 
Mrs. Mortimer was in hopes that it 
would be the means of drawing the Ba- 
ronet into sueh company^ as, from his 
rank and accomplishments, he was so well 
qualiied to adorn. He was delighted 
with Sir Charles Hope's politeness^ and 
several time» attempted to return the vi- 
^sit^ but could not escape from. Mr. 
Alexander Modish^ as Mrs. Mortimer re- 
presented that it would not be proper to 
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iakis any of that family with him. At 
lart be burst ioto tears^ and said that lie 
W9t» flo eoiiw^lad with Mr. Modisb's £0^ 
milyj <bat ha ooHld not stir any whera 
%vitbout them* 

The cel^bratiim of the jubilee af oitr 
helaved sovereign wa^ at this timeinagi<- 
tatioo^ and Mrs. Modish intended to 
^ivetfucb a fSte on the oecasioo as should 
surprise the pdlii^ed part of soeiety> and 
astonish the vulgar ; but hearing that a 
ball and supper were to be given at the 
Castle Inn^ to commemorate the joyful 
events she had too much compassioii to 
injure Mr* Boniface^. - and determiiied 
that her gala should be on the aoniver- 
^sary of that memorable day on which, 
liord Nelson fell gloriously in his clHiii- 
jtry's cause. Mrs. Mddish requested that 
IVCra. Martimer would describe bow her 
jiooiBa could be fitted tip in an fol^isyat 
fttyle^ as she wished to have somethitig 
^at ^f the comimon way, as esipeafie IMS 
(€f dPto consequfia«e« .Msi* MMj^Mor 
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was really io^i^pable of giving her the 
ioformatiDn die required, as the only 
rooms «he had eiror seea in Eoglaad de- 
corated for a sjilendld entertainment were 
at the f&te giyen by the charitable and 
elegant Duchess of J)> ■ *, when she 
IWsC introduced her eldest daughter into 
public^ and she considered that such de*- 
coraiions did not suit small rooms, or the 
sitttatioa ejf Mrs. Modish : however^ 
the lady was of a contrary opinion, and 
various artizans were employed to fit up 
the house, ia some degree to resemble 
the one ref resented by Mrs. Mortimer* 
As on a former occasion, cards of invita- 
tion were sent to every person they knew 
or ever heard of : a supper was ordered 
which woiild have graced a LordMayor's 
bail ; and to do justice to Mrs. Pattyr 
pan, it warS ^tremely well served and de^ 
icoiatedp. When the day arrived they 
'Seat for Mrs* Moctimer, to see that every 
tliiiig vsas done right, for fear the people 
i(mrloj^<iP^t vot h^ve aUen4ed i^rictl^ 
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[ to their directions. Miss Charlotte Mo- 

I dish condescended to assist in placing 

some flowers, and Mr. Sjmphony Modish 
drove in some nails ; but their atteotifc 
mother took great care to convinte all 
present that her children would nevef 
have occasion to do any sort of thing; 
that her dear husband only kept them to 
business a little beicause it prevented 
young men from falKag into miscbieft 
but, by the blessing of God and Mr. 
^Abraham Modish's cleverness, if tb^J 
were both to die to-morrow, her daugh- 
ter need never set a stitch, or her son hi^ld 
a pen. However, in the midst of all this 
finery and expence, care and anxiety w' 
heavy on their brows, for such is the fate 
of humanity, that mortals shall never en- 
joy perfect happiness. Knock after 
knock brought apologies from various 
persons who had been invited, and they 
began to fear that they should not have 
company enough to fill the rooms. Mr- 
Symphony Modish was dispatched into 



9ftlGHT#N IN ANITPBOAE. 49 

the flceets and highways to see whom he 
eoold collect, and every now and then re* 
turned 'with the agreeable intelligence 
that he had picked up a straggler. As to 
ladies/ very few could they, depend on. 
Mrs. Mortimer asked if an old friend of 
theirs^ who had three beautiful daughters, 
was to be at the ball ; but she was given to 
understand that they wanted no beauties. 
At last Mr. Symphony brought the de« 
lightful news that Colonel Ortolan had 
^omistd to bring two dashing Baroaets ' 
who were then in Brighton ; and the Co-* 
lonel hud assured him that the preparations 
for their gala had made every body de- 
airoQS of being invited^ and he wondered 
that card« had not been sent to all the 
aobility at Brighton. This was joyful 
intelligence; but there was a weighty 
pointy which was of great importance, to 
be immediately settled, namely, as three 
baronets would honour them with their 
company, which possessed the oldest title^ 
as Miss Charlotte Modish was to open 
yohs II. o , • . 
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the ball with him. After turniog over 
the leaves of the Court Kalendar, Sir 
Timothy Flight was found to be the 
happy man destined to have that superla-* 
tive honour. The ornamenting of the 
rooms being finished, they looked so 
ceol^ and the arbour so refreshings that 
the family lamented that there was not 
sufficient time to have a dress made in 
character for Miss Modish^ as she woiild^ 
with her Sylph*like appearance^ look like 
an Arcadian shepherdess dressed en Ber- 
gere« At length the company began to 
arrive, and Mrs. Modish requested Mrs. 
Mortimer's permission to introduce her 
to some of her dear friends; but this Mrs. 
Mortimer declined^ alleging that -as she 
could not afibrd to give parties^ she de«- 
clined making any new acquaintance. 
The persons who stood highest in Mrs. 
Modlsh's estimation were^ first, a Mrs. 
Moffat, who was a bride: her history 
told that she had passed as the widow of 
an officer^ by whom she bad several chil- 
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dren ; and one daughter, about eighteen 
years of age^ acconipanied her to Mrs. 
Modish 's. The next lady of distinguished 
pedigree ^ras a Mrs. Driveall, who wa« 
the widow of a baronet's son^ with 
i^vhom she had lived some years previously 
to his marrying her. She gave out that 
she had thirteen hundred a year in Scot- 
land, besides other small estates and mo- 
ney ID the funds. Her husband had only 
been dead three months ; bu-t out of com* 
pliment to the lady of the house she had 
thrown off her mourning. Colonel Orto- 
lan was very attentive to the widow : he 
was a very handsome man, and, besides 
many other accomplishments, could tell 
the best bits, either in joints, fowls, fish, 
&c. ; he also paid that homage to the 
rich which they so justly deserve. The 
rest of the company consisted of aschootr 
master and his wife, a few old women, 
and about sixty men of all occupations, 
but mostly military. The two Baronets, 
alas ! did. not come ; Sir Timothy Flight 

» 2- 
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declined dancings and Miss Modish led 
off the first dance with Mr. Tweedledee^ 
late a musical instrument maker. TAe 
sweet creature bore the disappointment 
with great resignation^ onlj pouting a 
little^ and she was rewarded for her pa- 
tient endurance of such a severe disap* 
pointnient by going down the next two 
dances with the lieutenant of a re^riment 
of militia; but as only six couples could 
be mustered, she did not long enjoy the 
company of this sprig of the state^ and 
in rotation frisked with all the gentlemen 
who exhibited in that department. 

Sir Timothy Flight made his exit ear1y# 
to the no small disappointment, of Mrs. 
Modish, as hte had not seen the delicious 
isupper she had been some weeks in pre* 
paring, Mr. Abfaham jMlodish at lasti 
in the style of the old eourt, banded the 
liride into the supper-room; each lady 
vas also escorted by a beau. Mrs. Mor* 
timer^fell to the lot of Lieutenant Colonel 
Tardet^ and she sat between that gentle* 



I 

man and Mn Mordecai 9bortrib»: ibese 
two piersons were beld ia bigh estimattott 
by the public* Mr. Mordecai Shortrib9 
was a gentleman of great notoriety, knowo 
bj all the fashiooable world : he was fast 
(ravelling '^ to that bourne from whence 
no trareller returns;" but he possessed 
that fixnmess of Diind, which is in itself 
> treasure ; consequently, he was not to 
be intimidated by, the future, and to 
leeall the past tb our reeoilecttoa he 
cottiidered to be great folly, for he could 
Bot agree with Young ; 

'Tis greatly wise to talk vriA 6iir past lours ; 
And ask them what report' they bore to beaTen ; 
And' how Aey might hate bornt move wclcosio 
% aewfi 

V 

Mr. Mordecai Sbortribs had an iow 
nense fortune ; and aa he vras charitably 
disposed, a kind of widow bewitched 
kelped him withits circulation ; of course, 
this was a platonic attachment, aa tiio 
lady* had a huaband, whoj report 
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vfM in confinement for debt; others^ that 
he never ervjojed his healthy excepting oa 
the Surrey side of -Westmipster Bridge^ 
i^hich the writer of these anecdotes con- 
cludes must have been the truth ; other* 
Mrise> from the great friendship which 
subsisted between his wife and Mr. Mor- 
decai Shortribs, assuredly that humane 
gentleman would have relieved her huB^ 
band, as to such a mind as his the re- 
union of two kindred souls would bava 
been cheaply purchased by a few thou« 
sands. Colonel Tartlet was the son of a 
respectable man^ and Mrs/ Mortimer 
considered herself as extremely fortun^ta 
in beidg placed between two such sen- 
sible gentlemen : she was ignorant whe<* 
th^r the Colonel was a Benedict, but ha 
was certainly qualified to enter that holy 
state, as she had the advantage of hear« 
ing a dissertation between the Colonel 
and the friend of Mrs« Driveall, on tba 
interesting topic of education. To ha 
«ure^ the sentiments expressed were verje 
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liOTerto Mrs. Mortimer^ but it had been 
tome jears since that lady bad mixed io 
the gay \eorld ; and^ from the manneri 
of the company present^ she was con- 
vinced that Colonel Tartlet and Mist 
Shanks had fully weighed the subject, 
and were perfectly au/if?i7 how a modern 
belle shojuid be educated. It would not 
be paying proper respect to Mrs. Abra- 
ham Modish 's talents aot to give some 
description of the supper. Every thing 
io and out of season were on the table ; 
but the centre ornament was so eictremely 
appropriate to the situation in which it 
vras placedj that it convinced every per« 
ton of Mrs. Modish's great abilities and 
profound learmng. This was a larg(e 
waggon filled with bons bons ; but sha 
would not run the risk of ierrifying thf 
delicate females who were to partake of 
her festivities by having horses; there*- 
fore they could not only admire^ but eveii 
. touch this exquisite production^ without 
. being alarmed. Supper lasted for tom» 
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bours^ the host and hostess doing tbeif 
Btmost to ' reodw e^r j one huppj ; and 
Mrs. Mortiaier concluded that tbey sac* 
eeeded to the i\ill exteat of their wishes, 
hy the broad grin which every counte*^ 
nance exhibited. A loud rap on the ta- 
ble silenced the companjji %hen IMLti 
Abraham Modish arose from his cbair, 
and with all the dignity he could aaeome^ 
requested that bumpers might be filled 
round the table to drink— '• Our beloireJ 
and gracious ^ monarch, our sovereign 
JLord King George the Thirds and that 
it might please the Supreme Disposer ot 
all human events^ that he might rergo ai 
long as he had heretofore reigned, an4 
|Mrore as prosperous." This was dranb 
with hip/ hip^ htpi and three timeli three; 
and two fiddles and a drum struek np*^ 
^God save the King.*' All this wa» 
new to Mrs. Mortimer^ for indeed sbi 
bad nerer before been in such an elegant 
party; of course she was mnch delight^ 
ad; and as bar children c-ould only profit 



ifi tBeir mftimeri from her, Ae wA» de* 

teroiined to be verj atteotite^ that fh« 

might gaio all the iinproTeseat withio 

her reach. The eompany appeared quite 

axhilfa'ated, and if before they were 

^leaaed^ they now felt it dilBlcuIt to re^ 

strain thdr joy in any sort of modeffa^* 

tion, aod three raps were agaio givea 

before silence could be procured. Mr« 

Abraham Modish then rose, and with a 

solemn countenance and pathetic Toiee 

requested that bumpers might be filled 

once more to all present^ wbeo^ with a 

heart oppressed with grief and smothered 

sighs, he gave — '^ That brave hero> Lord 

Nelson^ and allr who fell with him at 

Trafalgar/' He then informed the com-' 

pany, that he had designed to comme* 

marate the jubilee of their Soyereign, 

but as he found it might injure the 

Castle ball, he had, in lieui fixed on the 

anniversary of that day for bis fdte, om 

which England had lost one of her bravest 

admirals. The toast was tbea drauk 

p 5 



58 BHEIIGHTON IN AN UPROAR; 

with'hip^ bip^ hip, and three times threej 
when the band before mentioned playedr-* 
'' Rule Britannia." 

The party were now real I j overeooie 
with delight, and 'Mrs. Mortioier^ not 
having been accustomed to such elegant 
mirth, felt such a dreadful head*ache> 
that she thought she muit have quitted 
the room. For nearly a quarter af an 
hour it was totally-impossible to hear a 
word that was uttered, but no doubt, 
bons mof&, and the most* refined wit, 
passed. It now required several raps 
before the company could compose theif 
agitated spirits, when Mr. Abraham 
Modish again stood up, ^nd recem^meaded 
bumpers to all his friends to drink—*' Tbe 
Gracious and Royal Patron of BrigbtoRi 
George, Prince of Wales ; that he might 
enjoy health and prosperity; that whea 
he came to the throne, he might be' as 
prosperous, and reign as long as our be- 
loved monarch and' sovereign .Lord King 
George the Third.*' This was also drarik 
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Vfith hip, hip, hip; and three timet three« 
aa4 the fiddles and drums struck up— « 
'' Britons, strike Home." 

The ladies now had certainly partaken 
of sufficient refreshment; and that the 
gentlemen might have an opportunity of 
drinking their healths, it was proposed 
that the former should adjourn to the 
ball-room* Mrs. Mortimer was very 
glad of this, for the heat and noise bad 
become insupportable, and she was asto- 
nished that the delicate creatures could 
so long have endured them ; but, to her 
gr^at surprise, when they got up stairs, 
t]|fe young females went to romps, and it 
appeared to her tl^at their heels and heads 
were of equal weight. The gentlemen 
soon joined them : indeed, it was a hu- 
morous sceof^; but Mr, Abraham Mo- 
dish set them all to dancings and it was 
six in the mOtning before the whole of 
the company retired. 

For some v^eeks Mrs. Mortimer had 
not seen Mrs. and Miss Modish^ when 
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ghe received a mesgage to beg the favour, 
of her immediate attendaace^ as they had' 
something of coasequeoce to consult her 
upon. She aecordiaglj w#nt jn the course 
of the oioraiog, yfhm Mr. AbrahaiD> 
Mrs. and Miss Modish^ received her in 
the drawjng*rooin, and thejr weo^ so kind 
to her and her children^ that she suspected 
all vras not as it should be. Mr. Abra- 
ham ModiiA brought out a handful of 
bank-notes, and his wife said she wished 
to keep the painted vases which Mrs. 
Mortifner had lent for their if^te; for as 
they had passed for Miss Modish 'spaint- 
iog> it would appear strange to part with 
them ; therefore, knowing the price was 
•even guineas, she begged to pay for 
them. Mrs. Mortimer told her she was 
welcome to the vases for tvteixly-fout 
shillings^ which- was the sum they cost 
her, as she could not charge for her 
wor^. This was settled, when the old 
lady began by regretting that Sir Timp- 
trhy Flight was alv.ays in such company 
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si»M'rs. tnd Mis^Moffsts^ and the widow 
jpviveall : she was sfnud th«£ he would 
be draWD io to marry Miss Moffat, who 
Was only a natural child; that Ae hoped 
Mrs. Mortimer would talk to the Ba«* 
reoet on the subject, for she knew he 
would attend to any thing that she* said. 
Mrs^ Mortimer eased their fears on this 
subject, by first expressing her surprise 
that Mr. aa4 Mrs. Abrifham Modish 
should have introduced surh people to 
Sir Timothy Flight. She then told them, 
that she had known two nBonths before 
their arrival that a scheme was laid to 
get the Baronet to marry the girl^ but 
that she had informed him of it; and if 

m 

they really knew Sir Timothy's character^ 
they would be connnced that he would 
never degrade himself by making an im« 
proper match : she lamented to see that 
lie associated with the worthless and the 
wicked, but that he had repeatedly as- 
siired Mrs. Mortimer that he was sensi* 
ble he was the last of a respectable and 
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honourable family^ and tbat^ however he 
might arouse himself improperly^ he ne- 
ver would disgrace his ancestors. 

Mr. Abraham Modish offered Mrs. 
Mortimer any money she might want^ and 
requested she would at all times apply le 
him^ as he had Sir Timothy's orders to 
supply her. This^ however^ she declined : 
her time was fully .employed^ for she 
worked and wrote for the Baronet^ and 
she hoped in two years^ from her own 
industry^ not to be under the necessity of 
accepting of Sir Timothy's munificence: 
she made up some millinery* painted se* 
veral .fancy ornaments^ ridicules^ &c. &c. 
and with some pencils, and some of her 
botanica) books^ sent them to India. 

Sir Timothy Flight went frequently io 
Mr. Moffat's^ the daughter playing QO 
the harp» which proved a great induce- 
ment to the Baronet to visit there, bbA 
he- danced wilK the young lady at the 
jubilee ball. This was enough io frjgbtea 
the Modishes^ especially as they^con** 
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eluded Miss Charlotte Modish would 
have had that felicity ; but Sir Timothy 
would not^ oo any account^ have danced 
with her^ for he vras so trembliogly alivo 
<o whatever provoked laughter^ and was 
very tall, and the delicate Charlotte not 
four feet high : she would have^had the 
appearance of a ridicule haoging on his 
arm ; every one who possessed the least 
sensibility must therefore have felt for 
tbis disappointed fair one on the night of 
<t>e jubilee, for she bad not only the 
njortificatiofi of seeing her rich Baronet 
dance with Miss Moffat, but she herself 
sat still ; for though nearly one hundred 
g^Dtlemen had, feasted at her father's -ta- 
ble not a week before, yet not one asked 
Miss Charlotte to dance. How to ac? 
count for this is impossible ; for^ in her 
own opinion. Miss Charlotte Modish was 
tise beauty of Brighton, and care had 
been taken to assure every one that she 
had a large fortune. Yet she was a 
Bencher, a sit^uation wjiich she detested^ 
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sltboogh her father would have rejoiced 
at being one. 

Mr. Alexander Modish was reallj in* 
defatigable in promoting the welfare of 
bis family ; he reeommeirded, as Mmi 
If offat played the harp, that his sister 
should immediatelj be taoght to play oa 
the same instrument, and that be would 
propose a party to Sir Timothy Flight to 
go to the Isle of Wight, where be could 
easily detain tVe Baron for sometime^ and 
he wouM then haye an opportunity to 
form future plans accordingly. Mr. 
Alexander Modish was Tery select in bis 
company, and as he was carefiil vvith 
whom the Baronet associated^ Miss 
(Shark was the only person allowed \a ac*- 
company them. This trio therefore set 
sail, in Sir Timothy's life hoat^ for Ports- 
mouth. 

Previously to the Baronet's departure^ 
be called on Mrs. Mortimer^ to request 
that she would settle with a lady of great 
respectability in Brighton^ respectiog » 



boose she was to procure of hh, for the 
^idow of a commistary, recently deceased. 
This was the first tune he had ever men* 
tiooed the subject to Mrs. Mortimer, bul 
she bad beard from others, that Sir 
Timothy had promised to give this unr 
foftuMte widoir the house fcee of ei« 
^ace; bttt meationing this to Mr. 
Mddish^ that gentleman said probably 
he hsd^ btti he should take. care that she 
paid for it. Mrs. Mortimer was therer 
fore very ex^icit with the Baronet on 
tbc sul^eet, when^ io her sorrow, she 
found that he once more had an idea of 
^Iftblighing bntcbers' shops, and that bt 
desigoed the widow should pay for the 
^se, and, if she liked, he would allow 
^^ something, for superintending the 
btiiehery concern. 

Mrs. MorCime^r, felt this to be aa 
^kward task; she was aware that it 
^o\i^d be supposed she bad prevented 
^r Timo^thy fpoai fulftlling his promise t» 
tbe wi^^i^ ; aad if she was not explicii 
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with ihe lady, with whom she was to 
coDTerse oii the subj ect^ she might be the 
meass of involving a sister in afflictioo 
in additional trouble. She had for some 
time seen that the Modishes had such 
influence over the Baronet^ that she could 
not contend against them ; and it had 
eome to her knowledge^ that some persons 
had been totally ruined^ by relying on the 
promises of Sir Timothy, which his «>li* 
citors had prevented from being fulfilled* 
Her's was now a delicate situation : the 
lady she was going to was a stranger to 
her, and might not credit some ckcoDH 
stances which she could advance^ there- 
fore Mrs. Mortimer determined literally 
to repeat the orders which she had re- 
ceived from Sir Timothy. 

This she did, and bad the mortificaiiea 
to perceive that it was supposed she pre* 
vented the Baronet from giving the house 
to the widow. She mentioned this io 
him, and entreated as a favour done to 
her, that he would let the lady have ii(ot 
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one year^ free of rept and taxes; but be 
would not consent^ and Mrs. Mortimer 
was always blamed for a circumstance in 
which she had no concern* 

Sir Timothy remained sometime absent 
from Brighton. Mr. Abraham Modish 
went to town^ and Mrs. and Miss Modish 
frequently came to Mrs* Mortimer. She 
really pitied those ladies^ belicTing that 
they had nothing to do with the imposi- 
tions practised on the Baronet^ and she 
felt it was natural for a mother to wish to 
tee her daughter well married. She 
thought^ that although the old woman 
was vulgar^ she might have a good hearty 
and the daughter, poor thing/ was 
endeavouring to be a fine lady^ which 
was not to be wondered at^ as she sup- 
posed she should soon be the wife of one 
of the oldest English baronets. Miss 
Charlotte Modish had a lady to teach her 
the harp, but from her fingers being shorty 
the cut them dreadfully^ and her legs 
being also not of contmon lengthy the h^rp 
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proved to be an instrument not calculated 
to set her person off to advantage; bat, 
as has before been observed, the Modisbes 
were a family who possessed great perse- 
verance^ and she w9jb indefatigable to 
give pleasure to her brother, Mr. Alei* 
ander Modish. Mr« Sympbonj- also in* 
atructed her, and at the expiration of a 
fortnight she could play two |i|iies. Tbt 
lady who tan^t her wafs delighted witb 
such a. pupH, and wisWiig for her patto- 
iiage^ proposed^ £or the moderate suav of 
twenty guineas, to dedieate * some harp 
sonatas to Miss Charlotte Modish. Of 
cowrse this was agreed io; Madam 
D — - was very well pleased with tti« 
bargaioj and as she bad a little time to 
spifGU^r she consented, for dotible payj ts 
give double lesMns^ md if tbey Hked 
little musical evening parties^ she vreuld 
attend for a mere trifte. 

Was eyer any thing ^o lucky ? Wb^** 
Sir Timothy returned they would ^^^ 
tbinly avail themselvts of the offer, and if 
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(key could get acquainted with Mr. and 
Mrs. Discord^ as ibe ladj bad formerlj 
been a public singer^ she would have no 
objection to lend her vocal powers^ and 
v?hen'Mr. Abraham Modi«h came from 
Towfl^ ai^tlegant dinner was to be given ; 
three courses, a dessert^ French wines^ and 
every thing in the first style of expence. 
Twenty-eight persons were invited. 

But, aUs t when the day arrived^ they 
waited dinner till eight o'clock., and only 
tour made their appearance; Mr. and 
Mrs. Discord^ Colonel Ortolan^ and the 
Lieutenatit of Militia. This was enough 
to provoke a saints but Mr. aad Mrs,. 
Abrahanv Modish had been used to dis* 
appointments of this hature> and as they 
were now Christ] ftn«, they bore them with 
christian fortitude. In the evening they 
had a concert^ and Miss Modish gained 
spme improvement from hearing Mrs* 
Discord. 

Mrs. Pattypan ^ent in her bill^ but 
Mrs. Modish tliinking the charges too 
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high, requested Mrs. Pattypan would 
come to her imtnediatelj. Mrs. Patty- 
pan accordingly attended, but could not 
be convinced of any error she had com- 
mitted, nor would she consent to reduce 
any of the charges in her btil. Mrs. 
Modish^ although very mild, had a proper 
sense of injuries, and resented them in 
powerful language ; to this Mrs. Patty- 
pan made a spirited retort. Mrs. Modish 
could not think of submitting to such 
impertinence, and gave a gentle shove to 
Mrs. Pattypan, which she returned, and 
departed. Mr. Abraham Modish being 
informed of what had passed, could not 
suffer hi3 wife to be insulted, and directly 
applied to a > solicitor in Brighton, i(^ 
bring an action against Mrs. Pattypa^j 
for an assault. The solicitor^ who was 
a very respectable person^ and possessed 
sound sense, recommended that the ladiei 
should settle the dispute amicably> &0^ '^ 
was generally supposed that this advice 
had due weight, as Mrs. Pattypan** 
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demands ^ere paid^ and Mrs. Modish 
appeared with that rosy health and happy 
smile which always delighted her admir* 
ing friends^ and the community at large. 
What really was a subject of wonder 
to those not accustomed to the manners 
of polite society^ was that the persons 
vrho partook of Mr. and Mrs. Abraham 
Modish*s good cheer never took any 
notice of them out of their own house; 
they woiild pass them in the street^ stare 
tbem in the face^ and never touch their 
bats. Miss Charlotte Modish did not 
approve of tbis^ and some said the reason 
she never walked was that she could not 
bear to subject herself to such neglect : 
others advanced^ that the gentle creature 
thought she appeared to most advantage 
in a carriage^ as she was quite as tall 
sitting as standing. This problem^ how- 
ever, was never determined, but certain it 
18^ that she seldom trusted her Sylph-like 
form to be beheld in the common at* 
titude of a pedestrian. 
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CHAP. III. 

Good name, in man and womin, dear my Lord^ 

Is the immediate jewel of tiieir souls : 

Who steals mj purse sterals trash; 'tis something^ 
nothing; 

'Twas mine, '(is his, and has been slave to thou- 
sands : 

r 

But he that filches from me mj good name^ 
Robs me of that ivhteh not enriches him, 
And makes me poor indeed. 



During Sir T]motbjJIB*ligIit's Ik %t»ce, 
Mrs. Mortimer was desired bj him to 
attend to ht9 farm, particalarly to ibe 
poultrjj and to get the marif;et*priee of 
grain J that be might haye aotne check 
upon the farmer. She found the (arQ^ in 
a deplorable state^ none of the buildings 
being habitable^ and sbe was iaforin^^ 
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bj persons in the neigbbourhood that the 
Baronet had been much imposed on« ag 
the rent \iB,d been more than doubled to 
him, and the ground so worked^ that 
without an enormous expence it would 
be some years before it could be put into 
a proper state. On Sir Timothy's r^turn^ 
&he hinted this to him, and he again ex- 
pressed his sorrow at being so completely, 
in the power of the Modisbes^ but be said 
be would have done with them and Mr. 
Cbiasel as soon as posaible^ and requested 
Mrs. Mortimer would get Mr. Stanton 
once more to inquire the character of 
Mr. Abrabaiu Modisb> particularly that 
part of it which concerned a client he 
bad, a Mrs. Quadruped^ who had left 
England in a suspicious manner. Mrs. 
Mortimer did as he desired^ and in a 
few posts received an answer^'which she 
put into the hands of the Barooetj and 
which clearly proved that the doubts, 
which he entertained of Mr, Abraham 
Modish were not without good grounds. 

VOL. II. s 
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* 

He promised Mrs. Mortimer that he 
would now see into his affairs : that he 
often gave people rope, and it depended 
on ttem whether they profited by it by 
hanging themselves. She took this oppor- 
tunity of again mentioning the pending 
law-suit, which she feared would prove 
tery expensive to him, and advised tbat 
he should abide by the first loss. She 
did this, because she saw that Mr. Alex* 
ander Modish was always involving the 
Baronet itt law, which of course was 
lucrative to Mr. Abraham Modish, but 
she saw that it would prove fatalto Sir 
Timothy Flight's fortune. She was now 
in hopes that she should prove the hum- 
ble means of saving the Baronet from 
ruin ; see him reconciled to his relations/ 
and once more frequenting such company 
as were suitable to his rank: but in this 
she was soon disappointed, as not many 
days after this conversation he entered 
in some confusion, and in a great hurry 
^nformed her that he was going the next 
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dny info Yorkshire. She asked who was 
to accoinpan;^ him. Mr. Alexander Mo* 
dishj he replied^ Miss Shark, and a gen- 
tleman who would meet him in town; that 
he should he back in a few weeks^ when 
he would settle her salary with her, hut if 
she wanted raonejin the mean timeto draw 
on Mr.AbrabRin Modish. Mrs. Mortimer' 
clearly ^aw that they took the Baronet ' 
a'way, as they feared her influence would 
be used to place him in safe hands. No 
sootier was the party departed for the 
north, than Mrs, and Miss Modish called 
on Mrs^ Mortimer : they were extremely 
civilj and as friends, told her, though 
a great secret^ that she should be careful 
of not being much seen with Sir Timothy, 
as they were grievfed to say that the 
■ world was yery censorious, and they had 
for sometime heard it reported that hnU 
tereT Mortimer was the Baronet's son. 
Mrs. Mortimer knew that such a report* 
could only originate with themselves, for 
the boj's age tnrould convince every one 
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that he vvba not the child of Sir Timothy 
Flight. After this the ladies very fre*- 
quently had Mrs. Mortimer at tb^ir 
house^ and appeared to be much pleased 
vfith her company : they expressed tfa$k 
sorrow at seeing a lady of her abilities: 
in such a sittiatioD, and o^ered to speak 
to Mr. Abraham Mtidish to consider of 
some plan io which she could be em* 
ployed lyithout attending to farms^ poul-* 
try, lodging-houses^ &c. The first letter 
Mrs! Mx)rtimer received from Sir Timq^ 
thy^ to her astonishment^ was dated from 
Edinburgh : she bad wxitten aecordipg to 
his instructions^ giving an estf^i^teof 
wjbat was necessary to be done i^t tbe 
farm ; also upon some other concerns of ' 
his^ to which he ;gstv«;t^is reply« 



•f. 



Dear Madam^ 

Your letter has only just ft9n4 
me^ after incessi^nt trav^elKng. I wish yov 
Dpt to use mj name ^bout tbe soup ; sd^ 
I doiibt whether it it not better not to At^ 
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tempt Itfe librarj subtcriptions. The 
naao mnj^ bs at Iver, make a Uvfng by 
it. The receipt t^^ ttr 6 gallons of water^ 
one ^aart 6f spl^ paas soaked twenty- 
four hours m Mrater^ two pounds of pota- 
toes Mrell boiled the day beforej skinned 
and mashed ; herbs^ salt^ pepper, and tvfQ 
or three onions or leeks : boil them gently 
Hre hours, covering them ^up^ und allow* 
ing as little evaporation as piossible; then 
•*ct by to cool, and there will be two gal- 
?Qfis. This, welkmkde, may be eaten at 
any table. The addition of some barley- 
meal the last half hoar of makings ^nd 
stirring a Uttle, and rather kss potatoes, 
I beliere rmprotes it ; as does a salt her- 
ring or two t:nt to siialill pieced and 
boiled in it, or a little salt pork the bame, 
t}r both* I sent down a large digester 
^ivhich is at Palmer^s, the ironmonger) 
last year, foir boiling down bones, which 
^of course should fipt be sawed into small 
pieces, and pounded in an iron mortar be- 
fore they are put to boil : they make a 
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«treng jelly ^Ith a little attention. The 
proper quantity of these ingredients %i 11 
soon be ascertained^ and the soap may 
be sold at various prices accordingly. 

My family usually empty twenty- seven 
gallons of strong, and the same of table- 
;beer in a fortnight. I hope he will make 
,the table-beer good : he may put^ I thinks 
.three pounds of ginger to the table hogs- 
, bead^ and one or iwo to the strong. . I 
.should like cfome extra strong to be 
brewed. Some co^se lump sugar 
might be added, very little to the strong, 
and more to the table*-beer ; a little 
brandy to each> particularly to the table- 
beer, might make, them both keep. I 
shall inquire of Chjssel about the house. 
You may say, if necessary, that I would 
. settle every thing with you myself, I 
'hope you will get on paper, against my 
return, the plan for rearing pigs, turkeys, 
Guinea fowls, &c. &c. Mrs. Modish, I 
. believe, has been a little used to curious 
^jpoultry. 
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., When you like to go to the farmj if 
you will send for my groom and shew 
})im this^ he or another can drive you. 
there. It will be three or four weekt 
ere I return to Brighton. 

I should like to have some malt wine ; 
also some ginger as strong as possible. I 
should think one might have three or 
four times as much ginger as the receipt! 
Egg shells pounded to clear it. 

I remain your% truly^ &c. 

. TiMOTHX Flight. 

Mrs. Mortimer of course attended to 
the directions in this letter;. bjit although 
she offered to establish any poor person ia 
a soup shop> the Baronet's^ humane in- 
tentions could not be carried into execu* 
Hon, as she could find no person who 
would take thetrouble of making it ; aU 
leging that if they did, thej shoujd get 
no customers^ as the poor disliked such 
miserable slops. Mr. Chiss^I^ as sooi^ as 
Sir Timothy Flight left Brighton^ began 

£ 4r 
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io give himself airi, tLuA said that if any 
onewent to the farm, unless b; fats peribiS'^ 
sion^ that he vronld use hii horsewhip- Id 
them, with several other insolent speeches^ 
The season being wet, the rain penetratM 
into several houses in High^^reet, and 
the window of the one in which Mrs. 
Mortimer formerly resided being open^ 
a persob who knew the landlord applied 
to Mr. Chissel for the key to shut it; 
when he received for an answer, that he 
had not the key, the house belongings 
to Mra, Mortimer. She told Mr. Abra* 
ham Modish this^ who said it was of no 
consequence to her, as Mr. Chissel mnst 
be answerable for any damages* Mr. 
Modish then told her he Wished to have 
tome serious conrersation with her; 
that he had a very high opinion of her 
integrity, and he knew that she was a 
sincere friend to Sit Timothy Flight; 
that it would give him pleasure to assist 
and provide for her and her family ; that 
she should recollect she was an Unpro-*** 



U*teA weibM^ add tbtti tfae weakest aU 
wajB 'Wetil <to tha wall. How could ska 
attempt to stand -against so many; would 
it aot be adviseaUej as she had four chil«* 
dfan^ Ibr her to draw with him aad Mr/ 
GhifiBel^ itMtead'of teUiog the Baroaet 
that lie was imposed od^ which could be 
ef no Bsej As he was the secret spring 
which fidOfed all Sir Timotbj's actions ? 
ttiB scius ueYer lioth left him^ and he had 
the mpressi^ tiiat they prevented hie 
relations from confinSifg him. In shorty 
Miss Sfaaric assisted them, and the Bare* 
act waa Completely in their power : that 
it depended on herself to deeide that he 
(Mr. Abrabam Modish) could be the 
best friend she' ever had m her life, or the 
most bitter enemy, as he could either pro* 
tide handsomely for her and her cbil« 
d^en^ or he could crush them to atoms at 
once. 

' This speech was made in fite presence 
of Miss Charlotte Modish and Mrs.Mor« 
timer's two sons. She was shocked at 

s5 
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fiiich sebtimeaU/ and replied, i]^9^ ph^^^ 
ever the result might prove, she wouW 
never join in deceiving the benefactor of 
her child ; that she was sendib^ that abe 
could be of no aervice Uf Sir Tifli^***^' 
therefore as soon as* be r^turuefl ftd© 
Scotland she would resign her situalion'; 
and as she >had been removed from a 
house^ and such an establishm^t in Lon^ 
don as enabled her to main|ain Iier cpil-^ 
dren, she hoped the B^arpqet vi^QuUt ad* 
vance her a sufficient dum to establish a 
seminary for young ladies, as eventually 
that might be a provision for her daugfa- 
ters* She. wrote to this effect to Sir Ti- 
mothy Flight ; for; as Mr, Abraham 
Modish bad thrown off the fnask^ sh^ 
knew what she had to expect from him 
in future. In doe time she heard from 
the Baronet as foUows : ^ ' 

Dear Madam> 

Having been a week at Glasgpw^ 
I now answer your letter. I mean not 
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only to pass two dajrs^ but weeks at 
Brighton^ though it may yet be soma 
time first^ perhaps a mouthy ere every 
thing is settled* As you mention no 
names in your grievances, no one will 
insult you while you confine yourself to 
my directions, If you go into my house 
without my requesting you, servants will 
be saucy; but if you merely go to my 
farm^ and confine yourself to what I re- 
quest of you^ no one shall insult you. If 
Chissel have done so, you have only to 
shew this to George, and he can protect 
you. Let George drive you to the farm 
as often as you choose : you will not 
give directions about the land or cattle 
without my desire, unless in extreme 
cases, as if the man be in absolute want 
of money, or if the cattle be in danger 
pf perishing out at night with snow and 
frost. George is steady, and I can trust 
him ; he may take one of my stoutest 
cudgels if necessary ; and if fair means 
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trill not do^'he may use fotih I hepe io 
be at York ip a week . 

I remaio jout% reij truly, 

TlMC^THY 



Mrs. IMfbrttmer did Bot perfectlj uti** 
derstand this letter : she knew that sfae 
bad never been in Sir Timothy's hotne 
since he forbade her ; and the <on1y ser* 
?ant of his who was under her direction 
\tas the gardener^ and he was a very 
steady respedtable man. She always 
settled his accotmts every months and re* 
mitted the balance to the Baronet ; for 
she had long given up even looking at 
his house accounts, as she found, unless 
he had other people about bfm^ she could 
be of no use in that department. Mr, 
and Mrs. Brush were the valet and house^ 
keeper ; the husband was a very steady 
tnan^ and for Mrs. Brush, tf ^ is sufficient 
to say that she was Miss Shark's compa- 
nion : slier frequented the theatres with 
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fbat young lady^ rode out in'ifhebafouelie 
with her, consequently my readers will 
judge of the great respectability of this 
gentlevroman ; in fact^ the Baronet's 
kitchen was the rendezvous for all ser- 
iraots out et ylkce, and without keep, 
ing such a table as he was entitled to 
from his rank and fortune, his house ex* 
pences far exceeded those of persons who 
gare frequent elegant dinner parties ; fot 
he not only kept his servants^ but all 
ibeir children and relations;. 

Before Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Modish 
left Brighton^ for the winter season^ 
theif: family was increased by ^ grand-'^ 
daughter and a nephew : these orphans 
seldom made their appearance^ and few 
persons knew that they were inmates of 
the Modish family. Previously to Mr. 
Abraham Modish going to London^ he 
gave Mrs. Mortimer thirty pounds, and 
desired that she would draw upon him 
for money to pay Sir Timothy Flight's 
tradespeople. This she io a few weeks 
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after did, m thej were extremal j im- 
patieot to have their bills settled ; but 
instead of monej^ she bad the following 
reply from Mr. Abraham Modish. 

London, — ■ 

Madaro^ 

As Sir Timothy Flight arrived in 
town the day before yesterday, all claims 
must of course be submitted to him, after 
which, if be chuses to draw on me for 
the amount, I shall of course duly 
honour his drafts, but he has expressly 
directed -that no drafts but his own 
should be attended to. You will inform 
the tradesmen of his sentiments, and 
refer them generally to him, as he pro- 
poses shortly to be at Brighton. I must 
be permitted to add that the tradesmen 
of Sir Timothy behave extremely un- 
handsome ; there can be no necessity for 
importunity so indecorous. Sir Timo- 
thy's responsibility at Brighton must be 
welllinown, and the common privilege 



^f firrangiog bis own a^poimts ^illimrelj 
taot be deoied him : if it is^ such -trades- 
men ought to be marked and others 
preferred. With the former I shall bj 
no means interfere ; Sir Timothj \i?ill 
look into that himself. IVIr. Chissel^ a 
day or tw.o ago^ wrote me to a similar 
purport^ respecting tradesmen^ &c. &c. — 
and I answered as I now do^ that I will 
not accept any drafts whatever without 
Sir Timothy Flight's expreu directions. 
1 am^ Madamj 

Your most obedient, &c. 
Abraham Modish. 

This letter. was written in a very differ- 
ent style from that in which Mr. Abra- 
ham Modish had before addressed Mrs. 
Mortimer, and she plainly saw that he 
did not wish that she should continue to 
superintend the Baronets concerns in 
Sussex. She knew that Mr. Alexander 
Modish had Sir Timothy in great sub- 
jection ; indeed^ the only thing in which 
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he had failed U ^hiiflg hb ^iA«» 
Irith ibe Bardnet^ vtM setting laii&j 
FKght's will aside, for as tbst lady had 
kft her fortune in such a manoer, thai 
the Mr. Mbdishen cbnld not benefit the 
Baronet hj it in specttlatiodis, they of 
course wished, no dotibt out of friend** 
ibip to Sir Timothy, that he shouH pos* 
less the whole of bis mother's propertyi 
subject to no restrictions. Not long 
after Mrs. Mortimer had receiyed Mr; 
Modisb's letter, the Baronet arrived at 
Brighton ; tt -was in the evening, and a 
servant came to request the keys of Sir 
Timothy's lodging houses, whieb were 
immediately given. The next day -she 
had a note from the Baronet iu fbeae 
words: 

Dear Madam, 

If you will commit briefly to 
paper the beads of what you tirisfa td 
say, I will call in a short^time. 

I remain, &c. Ac. 

TlHOT&V FWGHT. 



Mm. MoTtiiner had evety fhiog kiTea* 
dmess agaiiist tlie Baronet's arrttal. He 
treated lier with distant civility; said 
that ^lie had tmdeittood she bad prevented 
the *%^heat being disposed of at 'the farm 
\?hen it would have fetched a very hig^ 
price^ which was a serious loss to him. 
She assured him she had never interfered 
intbe^d^iosal Df the wheat, itrietly confio^ 
ing berself to bis 4irectieii9^ by oaly as^ 
certaiftiiig the 4ifferetit •marketi^prices ^f 
grain. Be staid oftly a lew minut6s> 
and 'IMkft. Mortimer wa« convinced^ from 
wliat bad been 8aid^ that Mr. Modish 
had^^told flir Timothy oaboiit the wheatj 
as when be thyeateaed iier^ by crosbiag 
herself and ehiidren to atoms^ he told 
her it was very easy to prejudice the 
Baronet against her^ for that he and 
Mr. Cbissel bad only to tell Sir Tknothy 
that she bad prevented the grain beiiqf 
ftold at a proper ttme^ to convince hifli 
that what i^he had said about the impo- 
iitions practised on him in the farm waa 
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false ; as that would account for the 
stock not niakiug a retora equal to the 
valuation. For some days Mrs. Morti- 
mer did not hear aoy thiog from the 
Baronet^ when his housekeeper gave her 
this letter : 

Madam^ 

I ahall beg you to send me an ac- 
count of the lodgerSf &c. the sums you 
have received for the houses, and to give 
to my housekeeper any inventories of fur^ 
Biture, plate^ li nes^ &c. you may ha?e 
of mine. . Having seen both houses my- 
^Q\f, I must say it is infinitely mor^dis* 
gracef ul than the players, last year. 

I remain> &c. 

Timothy Flight. 

• • • * 

Mrs. Mortimer requested Mrs. Bru?h 
to tell her what the letter alluded to, 
as she had been in both the houses the 
same day that the Baronet sent for the 
keys^ and then they were perfoctly cleap* 
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Upon which the housekeeper replied^ 
that was saying the servants told stories. 
Thej had taken Sir Timothy and another 
gentleman to see the hpuses^ and every 
utensil (only in ptain English this was 
expressed) was in a beastly state^ and 
that persons should not take charge of 
lodging-houses who were themselves 
.above attending (o tjliem. Mrs.. Mor- 
timer rang: to, let Mrs« Brush out^ 
.and , immedii^eiy w^rote to Sir Timothy 
reUting what had passed^ and inclosing 
jthe accounts which he requested to have, 
a9$urii)g bim that both the houses were 
'pi^ffectly f^lean. wh^n his servants took 
possession of them. The BaJtoqet Uius re- 
plied : 

Madam, 



.: 4 .1 



I shall, certainly itever ao6fer yoa 
:to be. (Unjustly traduced. As to the 
.'bouses, I alwaysr feared it would not be a 
.pleasapt occupation, (bough you ought 



1 



i6 liUTe i^een yoyraieif tbat such beasCBaett 
4id not exist. 

I rernain^ Mftdam> 
Your obedient homble servantj 
# Timothy Flight. 

Mrs. M ortimel* got im upholsterer 
to git« up the ' plate aiid liaeo of 
-Sir Ttftiothj^s hotlses to his 4iou9e- 
keeper ; tibough in fact hadishe wisfaed 
to have acted as others iAi^ by -him^ sbe 
could have claimed t^em as her owa^ ils 
he gave thfsm t^ her. 8ir Timothy 
had told btr, in considerafioti ortb^ ^iTf- 
lity \thieh bs had received hoA«Co)«Ml 
Mottimtt^ id halving sarnd iMnfl ^rop^ 
to^ a considerable amount^ he hlid bad 
every thing in those houses marked vvitb 
Mrs. Mortimer's name^ and in presence 
of a gentleman^ v?ho inhabited one of 
the bouses^ andbefWe thei#hole of his 
family^ said he had Nothing to do i/rith 
tbMe lodgtog-hotises^ as they belonged 
lo Mrs. Mortimer. But «ha was 
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ble o{ takiag adyantage of the Baronat ; 
sb^ wished to serve hin^ and if ber isir* 
cumstances had permitted, sb^ iysoirid 
have done so without any rerouDeraUon. 
for her trouble. 

^he n^t time she heard &oib the 
Barooet was as follows : 

JNf^dam, 

I sh^l thank you to tell nie any 
particulars relative to the widow woman 
ij) IjLigh-street ; likewise what was the 
agreement with the roan in. RjJsseUstreet, 
when he quitted^ &p. &c. and pray send 
the account of the sums received^ with the 
amount^ which it appears is barely enough 
to cover rent and taxes^ and of the houses 
opposite; and likewise the various sums 
received from Mr. Chissel^ that I may 
epmpare them with his statement. I re- 
main, Madam^ 

Your humble servant, 

Timothy Flight/ 

' 'Mrs. Mortimer once more sent the ac- 
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ciounts to Sir Timothy^ expressing all the 
snms M'hich she bad ever received on his 
accdunt^ either as presents or otherwise^ 
irheti the balance in her favour amount- 
ed to upwards of three hundred pounds^ 
s^ she Had paid several bills for the 
Baronet^ besides pajing work-women, 
when furnishing his houses ; a.nd for many 
articles wanted in fitting^them up. This 
was the second time that Mrs. Morti- 
mer had sent in the statement^ which he 
demanded^ and for which his servant bad 
again called, behaving very insolently; 
upon which Mrs. Mortimer requested 
that in future the Baronet would not 
send any person to insult her. He an^ 
swered her thus :— 

Madaoij 

It is most strange that you should 
repeat such impertinent stuff, as that I 
s^nt servants to insult you ; the story 
to which you allude about diamonds you 
harenever explained. I have asked' you 
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several times for the account of the two 
houses opposite; you ought to be able 
to state in ten minutes who the lodgers 
^ere^ what was the amount of money re* 
ceiVed, and where the money is placed. 

Did you order any things in the place 
of those that were broken ? I remain 

Your humble serrant, 

Timothy Flight. 

P. S. You did not tell me whether the 
tenant in High*street is in circumstances 
to pay her rent : she called here to say 

that she was not able. 

• » 

a S 

r 

Mrs. Mortimer had twice sent in her 
accounts, and answered the other ques- 
tions in this letter ; therefore she was at a 
loss how to proceed, as she suspected that' 
•what she sent to Sir Timothy's house 
never reached him. The servants- refused 
taking in any letter, treating Mrs. Mor- 
timer's people with the greatest insolence,' 
and upon* receiving the following letter- 
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Crom the Baronet, she was cqaviocod tbpt 
he did not.get her accounts, . 

. Madam^ 

I^ hcig you to send me the account 
of the sums you have received for the two 
houses^ which I trust will at least exceed 
the rent. You stated that you came to 
Brighton by my desire^ to superintend my 
concerns : how you could get such ex- 
traragant notions is strange^ as you said 
in Town you were not returning to Hast-- 
ings. I mentioned Brighton as a healthy 
spotj and where my residing might he a 
slight advantage above going to a strange 
place. Your having always expressed 
wishes to serve me, made me trouble you 
in trivia) matter^. Your mention of my 
tending my servant to abuse you is so 
ipdecentjt that it is almost beneath me to 
notice it. 

The saying my servants dirtied the 
houses is beyond any thing. I shall thank 
ypu to tell me whether this bill has been . 
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paidj and any particulars of Mrs. G 
in High-street« I remain 

Your bumble servant, 

Timothy Flight. 

How to act Mrs. Mortimer did not 
know. She was not permitted to speak 
with the Baronet, and she found it was in 
vain to endeavour to explain any thing 
by writing, as he either did not attend to 
what she wrote, or nev€r got Tier letters. 
However, she once more sent her account, 
and as she received no answer, concluded 
that every thing would now be settled. 
But at length, the Baronet addressed 
Mrs. Mortimer as follows : — 

Madam, 

It is now some weeks since I asked 

ypu for the particulars of the lodgers, 

and the sums which tbey paid for 18 

and 19; if this, which may be done 

in ten minutes, is not done to-day, I shall 

refer the business to my solicitor. 

I remain, &c. &c. 

Timothy Flight, 

VOL. II. F 
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' In reply to this, Mrs. Mortimer wrote 
to the Baronet, that she had already re- 
peatedly sent in her accounts ; that if he 
would not see her, to settle theni, she 
would request Mr. Stanton to come 
from Town, and do it for her. She 
was sorry in having incurred his dis- 
pleasure, but she .was ignorant how she 
had offended him ; as it had been her 
study to meet his wishes on all occasions. 
To this Sir Timothy wrote the following : 

Madam^ 

It is strange to hear you so re- 
peatedly plead ignorance of what you 
ha?e done wrong; I told you weeks since^ 
that after seeing both houses myself, they 
were infinitely in a more beastly and dis* 
graceful state, than with the Botts. In«> 
stead of shewing the least shame 6( feel* 
ing for having endangered the lives of 
my servants^, who were all seized, one 
most dangerously, with illness in conse^* 
quence^ you said they had put filth 






there. Would not anyone think you mad^ 

to say the J could put in one day putrid ex — t 

and u — ne in the TOsseU ; if I chuse my 

servants to live wellj that I amplundered« 

Ad to Mr. M--* — > an eminent merchant 

in this place^ unacquainted ^viththem, 

taid^ how you had talked about Mrs. 

Q— — and the diamonds^ of his flying 

abroad^ &c, &c. that he knew all this to be 

false^ and that you had rendered yourself 

liable to transportation. I am going in 

a few days to Town^ you will therefore 

give me references to your agents and 

others; you need not fear my naming you 

to Mr. M-^-^^ unless necessitated so to 

do^ which I shall, unless you settle the 

accounts you . have sent me with Mr. 

Chissel. If I am obliged to write to 

Mr. M , it will be an unnecessary 

expence to both. I must likewise beg 
you to go over the house ifi High- street 
* with Mr. Chissel. I remain, &c. 

Timothy Flight. 
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Mrs. Mortimer, in answer, wrote M 
follows to the Baronet. 

. Sir, 

I trust what I irow write will 
prove suflScientlj explicit to settle every 
thing between us. Although I wish to 
bury the past in oblivion (would that I 
could erase from my recollection the last 
twelve months ), yetl feel it^ incumbent on 
me to state facts. Mrs Grant aud mme 
more ladies drank tea with nie at No. 18, 
the Tuesday week before you had the 
keys of the houses. They are ready io 
prove, that at that time they wece per- 
fectly clean, and Mrs. Grant's black 
servant, since that period, cleaned the 
fiirniture and windows, and my own 
servants the houses. Mr. Orloge and 
Mr. Bank will also prove that the 
furnishing and work done in tb^C 
houses were superior to any other lodg- 
ing-houses in this place. Now, Sir^ 
these are persons not only of character. 
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but gome of tbem stand high in the esti« 
B^tioQ of the public, and I leave you to 
judge< whose oath would have the greater 
weight —the witnesses I can bring forward^ 
or those persons who have and still da 
iftipoae on you; but even allowing that 
t}^ houses had beea left as &hewa ta 
youj why was I i^t informed of it till 
som^ days after^ and surely only my 
sprvaiiits could tbeu be blamed; as of 
course you could, not expect me to 
olcflQ your houses^ and you might have 
dismissed me from yoi)r service with 
IIQlitefiess^^ Think, Sir^ of the strength 
<^ your expressions — that I am guiltjr 
of falsehoodj that I have laid myself 
<^eu tq traiifportatioUj, and ^hat I ani^ 
outrageously indecent and ungrateful* 
How have I merited this character from 
you? b this the return for endeavour* 
ing to save you from ruin? You re* 
queiit me to introduce you to my agent* 
Do you then suppose me an idiot, or 
%oid of all feeling, that after treating 

f3 - 
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me as you haVe done^ that 'I ^?ill sub* 
ject others to the same indigDify? Or 
can you imagine that my fritods vfiW 
be willing to serve those viho InsuK 
me? ^ 

Repecting the account I sent you> I 
have a book in which is entered every 
sixpence I paid to work«women, &e. &c. 
v^bich it was my intention to have shewn 
you ; but when yon refused seeing me^ I 
was advised, to prevent any altircktion^ ' 
Ho apply to an upholsterer, and desire the 
most moderate charges paid for work: 
my oi^n time I have not charged, and' as: 
; ou had taken every present from me 
which you had evergiven, I charged* fof^ 
some of mine; but only the wholesale^ 
prices, as when I presented them, iC was' 
with an impression of making some tri*^ 
fling return for those vrith which you^ 
bad.preseiited me. 

But if you refer to my letters, you Wilf 
flriid' tbat I have said that I wish ivery 
thing settled io your satis fslct ion. I 
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only wish to have moDey to pay the cx- 
pwces I hlive incurred aioce I have been 
hcKj and to enable me to establish mjself 
again in London^ for which I am willing 
to give a bond^ or make over my pension^ 
tiU the interest and principal are repaid, 
f ' * I cemaio, Sir, 
Your obedient and humble servant^ 

HuBE&TiNB Mortimer. 

This letter bad not the desired effect^. 
ffV she received the following rtply : — 

. Madam> 

Mr. Alexander Modish ioforms 
m^ you have no right to make (iphol- 
sterer'fl ^harges^ even if the work had 
been properly done^ much less as you 
cQuW make a bed before breal^fast &c. 
Ac. id short, as every thing was obliged 
to be undone; and of the vases and 
8kreens> if you had them in your house^ 
intending to make the presentSj you bave 

' f4 
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a right to say that you will not sciri 
th^rd^ unless such a pficc is allowed; 
but when once the presents are made, 
you cannot naake a claim^ though you 
have the intention. I might much naore 
fairly charge you sixty pounds for. gar- 
den stuff, &c. for that was good of its 
sort. I am sorry you have compelled me 
to leave the settling of all the sums you 
had of Mr. Chissel with him ; you must 
arrange it with him as you can. The 
rent of the bare walls of the two houaea 
opposite you will settle with Mr. B4ack^ 
when the year is up. Respecting Mr. 

M , I stated that a merchant here 

statdd how imprudent you, had been te 
talk so publicly^ and what a predicament 
you bad placed yourself in* I shall ex- 
pect you to give me the f eferences^ a^ f 
am shortly going to Tawn^ where I ma^ 
investigate the business myself. If I find 
it at all as you suppose^ and havthesrd^ I 
shall insist that the M—s never molest 
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yon ; even if I find you miBtaken^ it it 
not my wish to speak to. them about jrou. 

I remaiDj &c. 

r 

Timothy Fught. 

Mrs. Mortiiaer now expected Mr. 
Charles Stanton every day^ when she 
iioped that he would be able to settle 
every thing to the satisfaetion of all par-^ 
ties. As soon as he arrived, Mrs* Mor« 
timer sent in^ once more> her accounts to 
the Baronet^ and Mr. Stanton wrote a 
note to say that he would have the plea- 
sure of waiting on him at any hour he 
would appoint ; previously to which he 
had called at Sir Timothy Flight's^ but 
his servants denied that he was at home. . 
The following reply was returned to Mr» 
Stanton's note : 

Sir, 

It is strange Mrs. Mortimer should 
have given you the trouble of coming' 
about her shameful neglect pf the houses 

F 5 



106 BUlORTd M tH ;AK V¥lMAn» I 

df which she took charge^ a*troubIe yon 
would scarcely haTe takeo^ if jott had am 
idea of the outrageous indeceucy of her 
conduct. 

I remain^ Sir, your% &c. &c. &c. 

Timothy Flmht.^ 

Mrs: Mortimer ihh evening befwe bad 
received a letter from the Baronet to th« 
same effect : 

Madani> 

The repeated proofs you h«ro 
given of outrageous iogratitude and into* 
lence were unnecessary to convince me of 
the liberties you have taken with my 
character^ as well as with those of others.;' 
if you will do as you promise, ygu shall 
take the consequences, which may not be 
agreeable. 

I remilin, &c. &c. . * 

Timothy FiiIght. 



.* * 



This was the reply to Mn. 
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iMt letter to the Baronet. She gave an 

answer^ as follows : 



Sir, 

From the note you sent me last 
OTeniDg^ I find what I suspected is true, 
that some persons have prejudiced jou 
agaiost me. As I am' ignorant of what I 
am accused, it is impossible for me to 
vindicate myself; but I appeal to your 
own judgment 4o decide upon my conduct. 

When I came to Brighton, I found 
that the produce of your garden was or- 
dered by your steward to be given to a 
icfaool, and to one of bis other employers ; 
I thought it proper to inform you of this, 
and you acted as you pleased • 

Your solicitor not only told me, but 
others, that you were in his debt ; that 
you were under the greatest obligations 
to him, for that one or other of his fa- 
mily attended every day at the Lunatic- 
oflSce, on your account. I told you this, 
because I knew it to be false, because I 
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^as afraid that he might not only take 
Advantage of/ but materially injure you^ 
bj such a report. I also told you other 
particulars respecting them^ as persons^ 
to whom I was a stranger^ sent to me to 
9ay that you had placed confidence in 
notorious characters^ who would ruin 
you. What motive could I do this from 
but to serve you ? I have no connection 
whom I wish to take their place. I ia-« 
troduced to you Mr. Charles Stanton^ a 
gentleman of superior education and abi"» 
lities, who^ on my account^ would serve 
you, and put you in a way of extricating 
yourself from your present difficulties. I 
did not stop even here^ but applied to 
my agent to advance you money^ if ne- 
cessary. I heard I'rom every on^^ and 
saw^ that y^u had been imposed on in a 
farm^ which had been taken for j'ou. 
Was it not my duty to tell you ? You 
desired me to look into your house ac-* 
counts ; I found them enormous ; I saw 
you plundered by every one. Could I 
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10 justice forbear informiog you of the 
impositions practised ? 

I remain^ Sir, 

Your obedient, Ac. 
HuBERTiNE Mortimer* 

V 

No other answer was given to this let- 
ter than that an hour was appointed for 
Mr. Stanton to wait on the Baronet. He 
attended at the time^ but was informed 
that Sir Timothj was out. Mrs. Mor- 
timer then wrote a note to the Baronet, 
expressing^ that as Mr. Charles Stanton 
left Brighton the ne^t morning, she hoped 
that he would appoint a time for seeing 
him^ previously to his departure. Mr. 
Stanton attended, but Sir Timothy was 
again denied^ and Mrs. Mortimer could 
not wish her friend to subject himself to 
such indignant treatment in future. As^ 
soon as Mr. Stanton had left Brighton^ 
tbe Baromct addressed to her the follow-^ 
ing note : 
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Madam^ 

Mr. Chissel has returned. I will 
either desire him to settle the accouota 
with jou^ unless yoii prefer receiving 017 
communications through Mrs. Brush. 
I remain^ &c. &c. &c. 

Timothy Flight. 

Mrs. Mortimer knew this was done to 
insult her^ therefore she felt doubly mor- 
tified in being in the situation which had 
reduced her to accept of superintending 
Sir Timothy's concerns. Of Mr. Chissel 
she was dreadfully afrkid^ for his swear- 
ing terrified her. Mrs. Brush was now 
the companion of the Baronet and his 
protegie^ constantly taking airings with 
Miss Shark ; and when they passed Mrs. 
Mortimer's house^ standing up in the 
carriage^ that they might see into her 
windows^ and insult her. With neither 
of these persons could she think of hold* < 
ing any sort of correspondence^ ofwhich 
she informed Sir Timothy in these words : 
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Sir, 

The note which I have this mo- 
ment received from jou does indeed Bur« 
prise me^ because a few months (even 
weeks) siDce^ I thought it was impos*- 
sible for Sir Timothy Flight to treat any 
person with incivility, particularly -an 
unprotected female,, who came here un« 
der his immediate protection. You, sir,^ 
refused seeing Mr. Charles Stanton, and 
I beg to decline having any communica* 
tion with your servaots, who have already 
insulted me. 

As I have repeatedly assured you, I do 
and ever shall feel sincere gratitude for 
your kindness, and it was my wish to 
have returned the obligation, by saving 
you from ruin. But although I am sen* 
sible of the obligation which you volun* 
tarily have conferred upon me, I am also 
aware of the respect which is due to my-* 
self, and I should merit your contempt, 
coold I longer look over the treatment 
which you' tbiok proper to inflict. There- 
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fore^ as you force roe to it, I sball tx* 
plain every thing which has padsed to 
jour coonections^ and abide by their de- 
cision^ and whatever the result may 
prove^ you must allow that you have 
forced me to this expedient ; and I assiito 
you^ if only my own interest was at stake, 
I should never take any steps to come to 
an explanation, but in my ruin that of 
my children is involved. 
I remain, Sir, your obedient, &c. &c. 

HyBERTlNE MoRTIKfiB. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Virtue m«j be assail'd, but ncTer hurt; 
Surprise by unjust force, but not intbrall'd : 
Yea, eyen that which mischief meant most harm, 
Shall in the happy trial proye most glory ; 
But evil on itself shall back recoil, 
And mix no more with goodness, wben, at last, 
Gathered like scum, and settled in itself. 
It shall be in eternal restless change, 
Self.fed, and self.consum'd : if this fail. 
The pillar'd firmament is rottenness, 
And earth's base built on stubble. 



To the great affliction of Mrs. Mor* 
timer^ ber servant put this letter into her 
band two days after Mr. Charles Stanton 
had departed from Sussex: 

Madam^ 

I have received instructions for 
raakiog application to you for the imme- 



I -. 
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diate payment of two hundred and ninety 
pounds lo Mr. Chissel^ on account of Sir 
Timothy Flight, being for monies ad-> 
Tanced to you^ as per account deli?ered, 
and admitted by you. As my directions 
herein are peremptory^ I trust you will 
have the goodness to pay either myself 
or Mr Chissel the above amount^ which 
may perhaps «ave much trouble and ei- 
pence. I ao^^ Madam^ 

Your most obedient^ &c. &c. . 

Jam KB Batch. 

PriDces*place, 1810. . ^ 

Mrs« Mortimer sent to request Mr. 
Batch would call on her^ that he might 
see all her accounts aqd coacerns with 
the Baronet, when he would find that 
the balance of accounts was very consi- . 
derably in her favour ; but, in the foN 
lowing note from Mr. Batch, he declined 
so doing. 

Madam, 

I should have replied to your's 
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belbrcj fiut I have been exceedingly taken 
up to-day« . With respept to the accountr 
in dispute^ I certainly da not pretend tO; 
judge^ Dor ia it in my -province to inves-. 
tigate. .Mr. Chiasel states a claim which 
he says you have admitted^ and which he. 
i» ready to verify by a^d^vit. . If tbO) 
bfiliince is so decidedly on your side aa 
you state^ I trust you will see the neces*; 
sity of conferring with Mr. Chissel im- 
mediately on the subject^ and having aa- 
tisfi^ him as to the error^ the matter is 
brought to a close at once: but I must, 
beg leave to remind Mrs. Mortimer that 
my instructions are per^n^ptory, add trust, 
therefore that no delay will take place. « 
I am^ Madam, 

Your inost obedient servant^ 

Jambs Batch. 

Princes-place, 1810. 

Mrs. Mortimer was at a loss to know 
how such a demand could be made on- 
her, fbr she had never received even the 
hilf of t}]e sum specified from Mr. Chis-^ 
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m\, either for salary or otherwise ; tbere- 
ihre she was determined to ask tlfe Bare* 
net for information on the subject^ as 
she had nerer Ifad any accounts deli? er« 
ed, or seen any^ consequently could not 
have admitted that she was indebted 
either to Sir Timothy Flight or Mr. 
Chissel ; she therefore wrote to the Ba* 
ronet as follows : 

- Sir, 

To my great astonishment, I this 
evening received a tetter from Mr. Batefai 
the solicitor^ for the immediate paymeat 
of two hundred and ninety pounds to 
'' Mr. Chissel, on account of Sir Timo* 
thy Flighty being monies advanced i^ 
you as per account delivered, and admit'* 
ted by you.^' 

-. Now, Sir, you perfectly well know 
that when I came to superintend your 
concerns ai Brighton, the agreement was 
that you were to find me a bouse ; and 
you told me that I might draw u^ion Mr* 
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Abraham Modish or Mr. CShissel for five 
hundred per ;^ear^ which I thought too 
much: you then settled that I was to 
have three huodred per anoum. In re- 
gard to any accounts of Mr. Chissel's I 
have never seen any : he gave me fifty 
pounds to pay any debts I had in London 
and my journey down^ in presence of Mrs. 
Grief (late Miss Lantoo")^ as a present 
from you ; he also gave me fifty 
pounds in advance of my salary when I 
came to Brighton^ and when I began to 
furnish your own houses twenty pounds 
more,^hich are all the monies I ever bad 
of Mr. Chissel. That you should proceed 
against me in such a very unhandsome 
manner is really wonderful, as your own 
conscience (and sooner or later you must 
attend to it) must (ell you that in justiee 
you are upwards of three hundred pooiKls 
in my debt ; biit even sup))osing that I 
was your debtor^ did not Mr. Charles 
Stanton come from London to settle with 
you; which you refusedi 
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' That I am poor^ that I am an unpro- 
tected widow^ and haye four helpless in- 
fants, whose future prospects in life de- 
•pend upon me, is indeed a heart-rendiffg 
affliction ; .but I have a firm reliance on 
that Supreme Being %vho provides the 
nest for the sparrovi^, and the lair for the 
tigers, that the hand which so liberally 
provides for ihe meanest insect mW ex- 
tend its bounty to' the fatlierless ^nd wi- 
dow. Wherever I look I see his alKpro- 
fidkig goodness ; eVen the worm which 
creeps into the earthj and the feathered 
chorister, which wings its way to the flest^ 
•hew it me : then shall I dare presume 
to doubt his mercy? And wretched as 
I am, believe me, that I would not 
change it with those who can influence 
you to such acts of injustice arid opp^cs' 
4100. I shall to-morrow go to* Town, 
land lay every circumstance which ha> 
passed between us before your relationd* 
I I remain. Sir, your obedient. Sec: 

HyBERTlKB MORTIMBA* 
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The only answer given to this letter 
. was a few lines sajing that in future she 
must address herself to Mr. Chissel. 
Finding that she could obtain no redress 
'from Sir Timothy^ as Mr. Alexander 
Modish seldom left him^ and he had be* 
cpme such a favourite of Miss Shkrk, that 
he could mould her as best suited his 
purposes^ she determined to go to Town^ 
and wait upon the Baronet's relations^ 
informing them how he was situated^ and 
abide by their advice. They received 
her with great politeness^ regretted the 
state in which Sir Timothy Flight was^ 
and authorized her to say that they 
would all be happy to see him; that 
the past would pot be mentioned^ and 
that they would n^eet as friends who had 
long beien separated. Mrs. Mortimer 
was delightfsd to write ttiis to the Bare-* 
net^ for next to the welfare of her chiU 
dren^ it was the first wish of her heart 
that he should be restored to his relations^ 
and quit a society which was in every 
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respect degrading, and leave.periO^ ^ho 
had gained such influence over him is 
jeven to induce him ta commit aetioosr 
"Virhich could never otherwise eater bis 
imagination. She wrote to the Barodet 
^wfaat his uncle had told her; but Sir 
Timothy Flight took no notice of Mrs. 
Mortimer's letter. She consulted a 
professional gentleman of the first emi^ 
nence in the law^ who advised that a 
solicitor should write to Mr. Batchy (o 
desire that the accounts to which he al* 
luded in his letter might be immediately 
.forwarded to him ; for he had seen Mrs* 
Mortimer's receipts^ day-book^ &c. and 
that the balance assuredly was much in her 
favour ; but if they could not agree, he re- 
quested it might be referred to arbitra- 
tion. No aiaswer was given to this re- 
quest; upon which two IMiesofMr?. 
Mortimer's acquaintance called in the 
Temple, and represented to Mr. Alexan- 
der Modish the cruelty of not settling 
with Mrs. Mortimer^ as it prevented her 
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ffom^MeJkmg Mme way of providing for 
^r childfeii.: He said that tbe accounts 
should never be settled if he could pt e* 
wmi ilj as he woold . do eiiery thing in 
Ills power to fcaepihe Baronet at vajrianca 
W£th JVIrs. Mortimer^ and put himself in 
such a rage, that the ladies were glad to 
take thidr leave>. as they had not been 
used to such a* reception from a gentle*- 
man. Mrs. Mortimer^s solicitor and 
&ieaui» advised her to return to Brighton, 
as they thought Mr. Batch's letter was 
only written to frighten her*. This was 
Tary . repugnant to her feelings, for she 
was direadfully afraid of Mt. Chissel ; 
ibut as she had a lady who boarded with 
lier^ aad her two little girls being also in 
Aissez, it was necessary that she should 
go hack. She took a friend with her^ 
and her doing so proved very fortunate, 
:£Mr she bad great need of her advice 
juad assistance the morning a{]ter her ar- 
naal at Brighton. As she was sitting at 
lireaklast. Sir Timothy Flight's servant 

VOL. II. Q 
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f 

(George) entered ; her said he eotiBid^r* 
ed it as his duty to inform Mrs. Moirti*- 
liier that Mr. Modish aod Mr. Cbissel 
had foritied a coD«piracy to drive her out 
of Brighton^ to accompltffh wifaich a vrrit 
vfas takeb out against her for two Uqq'* 
dred and ninety^ pounds^ and that "they 
vrete determined to place her iir Horsfaani 
jail. Mrs.. Mortimer v^as extremeiy 
alarmed at this intelligence^, and consult* 
ing with the friend who . had jbceAmpa- 
nied her» it was decided that tbej should 
leave Sussex that night ; accordingly 
every thing was patked up^ aad ready 
« for departing^ when George inforoied 
Mrs. Mortimer that Brighton was in an 
uproar^ that all the carriages in the place 
were stopped from taking ber^ and that 
her house was beset with all the trades- 
peopld to whom she was indebted. ' In 
a few foinirt^s her house was a iscene 
of. the greatest cou fusion. Mrs« I^art» 
the brandy-merchant^ . came with' four 
men to seize on every thing in the home 
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for rent : some of the tradespeople swore 
at and insulted Mrs. Mortimer in the 
grossest language^ calling her a swindler^ 
aad many other dreadful appellations. 
This was on a Sunday ; and she was 
so frightened that she did not know how 
to act. Mrs. Godefroi^ who came with 
her^ begged she would make her escape, 
and she wouM take care pf the children 
and follow her. This she did ; but he«- 
iog perceived by one of her cueditors^ he 
called to others; they struck her in the 
sidoj and treated her iii the most brutal 
manner. She went to an inn for a chaise ; 
but when she asked for ooe, one of the 
tradespeople -swbr^ that if they attempted 
to take her out of town that he would 
eut the traces. To describe poor Mrs, 
Mortimer's situatipn is iofipossible ; she 
walked pn^ the people swearing that 
as sooQ as twelve o'clock struck they 
ifroutd e^rrest her : George was with her, 
and a poor man came up, and whispered to 
her not to be so terrified ; that there was 

g2 
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liot tfnt wlto followed tbat was a sbcfriffs 
dfficer^ or any timt could arrest heir; 
tbat if she would giire hitn soniethiAg for 
his trouble, he would take bei; to aoot- 
f age of fars fkihet's, and get her a chaise. 
Oeorge also 9a id fie would go Vi^ith her: 
to thh she agreed ; but several men still 
followed and abused her : at last Ae 
fainted with terror^ and her knee was 
cut in the fiill to ihe bono. When sh^ 
cameio herself she proceeded; but not 
being equipped for such an expedi" 
tion^ h£r silk stockings and shoes ^ere by 
the flints soon worn from her feet, and 
they Vrere in a dreadful condition. At 
last the tradespeople were tired of fol* 
lowing. her; and after walking eleven 
miles in the middle of the night tike 
reached the cottage : they got her a 
^aise^ and she proceeded to London; 
but was more dead than alive, and 
her money nearly exhausted. She hdard 
nothing of her friend or children till the 
next evenings when they made their 
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her that Mf &• D»j:t had locked up everjc 
(hkig ia t^ bouse ; that ahe aad the two 
chil^rea had not had a bed to sleep upon } 
and that every person vas shocked to 
think that Mrs. Dart^ who was herself a 
widow and a mother^ should act so cru- 
elly^ iQore especially as she was supposed 
to be t?ry religious : but she h^ seized 
«ii ^Te^y thing bielonging to Mrs. Mor-f 
timer apd bee children^ npt leaving tbecKi 
ev^n a change of apparel. The young*- 
esA ehfildj who wa9 between five and 
9131 yeara of agf > was so frightened that 
i|C bf oi|^]^ on a pleurisy, and bo hopei^ 
Vf4r€ entertained of her life ; and Mrs^ 
Qodefr^I eo^ld ^t have brought th^ 
little Mortimeff to town if it had not 
lieen for the humanity of a gentleman be* 
loi^ifig to the War-office, who, though 
i^s^rsMag^r to ^n Mortimet^ was^so hurt 
at hearing bow she had been treated, 
that he politely tent a five pound note, 
fearing that the Udy might not hitve suf-^ 

• 3 
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ficient to. pay the expences of the jour- 
ney. Mrs. Mortimer^ as soon as she v^as 
sufficiently ^composed/ thanked him for 
his great goodness^ when she received 
this very kind answer : 

War.office, 29th May, 1810. 

^ Madam, 

Simply to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your afflicting letter of the @4th 
instant were to admit that I do not 
sympathizer in* your sufferings. The 
^vent which has introduced me to a know- 
led^e of your - situation is indeed most 
painful to my feelings ; and be assured 
that although an utter stranger to you, 
the ingenuous recital of yotfr case has so 
strongly impressed me with its sincerity^ 
that to attempt any inquiry would surely 
be to doubt that I can feel another's 
woes. I feel/ yes, and I dp* from my* 
heart lament that man can be a monster; 
but daily experience proves the fact; 
and it is against the unprotected and 
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distressed that his Tenom is directed. 
Conscious rectitude, however, never fails 
to triumph, for virtue is its own reward : 
may it he jour lot. " Ar firf myselC 1f ^H^ 
have rendered jou any service I am sa« 
tisfied ; and to Miss F am I indebted 

for^the consolation I enjoy. My dear 
Madam, you may alwajs command 

Your faithful servant, 
» • H, C, H. 

Mrs. Mortimer was now in a deplo* 
rable situation, without a home, clothes, 
or money ; one child sick, and the other 
Itlwajs in such delicate health as re<« 
quired every attention. She wrote to 
Sir 7i(ttothy, . describing her miserable^ 
state, and the treatment which she had 
received ; but, as before, he took no no- 
tice of her .letter ; she also informed his 
relations : . Ihdy ^ were distressed beyond 
jsieasure at hearing of her sufferings,: 
one of his nodes spoke .to him. on the 
fubject^ but could obtain no redress for . 

e4f 



ISS jyumr#» in ait vnoim. 

h&. The Bisfaopr of ■ », ^jmg 

her diaUmsj sent her thirty pouads ; and 
several persons, heariBg of die usage jslm 
iftif receiTeCmiMtft hdr ^eseota Sbe 
'Vf^TOte to Mrs. Abrabam and Miss Me« 
Ai»% reiqueetitig them to ioteroede wilb 
their father and brother to have hec ao« 
counts^ settled; hnt thej^ in their new 
splendour; had forgotten t^e poverty 
they ooce koew^ and had no coiumisera* 
tion for their less fortunate fellow crea* 
tures* Miss at that time was fully 
taken vp yrisfh a halfway lieulenatit« 
Whom she nieani ib boiwiNr with her 
faand^ provided aha could not get any one 
better. Mrs. Mortiaief was inde&tiga* 
Wt in her exertions lor her faflMly : sha 
go<work from the fashtfonabla millcnaf^ 
Mrs. A^ " ■ ■■ ■ , in Brntoi-atroet ; smd 
(he sister of that lady^ who fo we ia ii 
«very feminine virtue^ seat Mrs* Moiil» 
Bser money^ aad etothes for hit Gfailirt% 
us did alfifO'Mf. and Mra. Minwva, a fia# 
wily fro» wboaa Mrs. Mortimer had rc^ 
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e^?ed naoy kind attentioiis while she 
was ia Sussex. Several profiessional 
geotleiaen of the first emioence gave Mrs, 
Mmtimer thw opinion gratis. Her so- 
licitor wrote to Mr. Abraham Modish^ 
to beg to have the accounts between Sir 
Timothy Flight and Mr. Mprtimer setr 
tied, and also to know why Lutterel Mor- 
ttmer's school-bills were refused pay* 
«iMt. No notice was taken of these 
l^ers ; and she again applied to a per- 
son high in the estimation of the public^ 
and who was considered one of the firat 
council . His answer was : 

ft 

Madamj 

A severe indisposition has pre« 
VMted rae from ackoowledgiog your 
lavour; but it at the same time en- 
«bted me to have some inquiry made 
about the parties you mention^ and I am 
Mortified that the result does, not point 
oirf; any mode by which I can be of the 
least service to you. I understand the 

g5 
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confidence ' which Sir Timothy Flight 
places in the agents he employs is UBlimit- 
ed^ no interference from persons of ordi- 
nary description is therefore likely to be 
of the least use. Your situatroil h a 
melancholy one, but I should hope those 
persons who have caused it will relent, 
rather than permit the story, to be made 
public. I am glad to find Mr. G— — li 
in the number of your friends. I return 
the narrative for the reason he has'alreadjr 
assigned on the back of it. I am. 
Madam, 
Your veiry obedient servant^ 

R. Sconce- 

Temple, 1810. 

AH the professional men advised Mrs- 
Mortimer to remain quiet, and let Mr. 
Abraham Modish begin the action, as it 
would be easier, and less expensive to 
defend it, than to commence the prosecu- 
tion. Dr. Johns went to Sir Timothy 
Flight's, to endeavour to get Lutterel 
Mortimer's school-bills paid^ but cooid 
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Bdvev gMa admittAOce^ as did also several 
frirads of Mrs* Mortimer^ some of whom 
were military men ;. but the Baronet wat 
never visible. Mrs; Mortimer had do 
&ei:¥aat : hpt four child cea were now at 
hooie^ for when Sir Timothy had agreed 
fo educate her aecond son^ at a less ex* 
{lensive schooji than where his brot]ier 
was^ she .plac^ed hio) . at a seminary io 
Brightoo^but the child did npt improve; 
she mentioned this ,to Dr. Jobns^ wh<^ 
knew her situation^ and in considerattoo 
of which^ as Lutterel Mortimer had 
always conducted himself much to his 
Mtisfaction. he oiSfered to educate Edmund 
Mortimer for forty pounds per annqo^ 
tl^erefore he had been ^ix mcmths with 
Dr. Johns. AiV the children were now 
|tt home for the holidays^ but the fatigue 
was too nipcb tor Mrs. Mortiroer : she 
had been^Ul ever since she was driven in 
such a merciless manner from. Brighter^ 
aiid she was now seis&ed with ft feyer^ 
which confined her for several months ; 
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physicians^ and bef disso^liitiM ex^eetied 
etery hour. I^h^ ^ilioiia Dettor & 



b« * « 



hfloidtiely attended lier> and he t>rdered 
Ikll tlie €lii(dreft» 40 lie ^sent dtrAy-; ttiere- 
i^ot« tbe btiys •vi^are f et^tned t^ Dr. Jeltadsi 
andAegklslo a lady, H^bo ota)y look'll 
few to edueate. If Mrs. Hf arttmet trtt 
%^fore distressed ia ber cfrcUm^taneef^ 
tbhf eipen>eis coiiiple^ted liei^tttM. Wbefi 
ftbe was better^ «h6 dk^ not ^re tlikis air^ 
iOT exercise^ ^i sMii^ •? iht fedfrk Titnft 
Brighton went to one of her relations;, 
«i)d Said if she was ub^ve ground, 
khey would fitid lier) «dd send her tt 
f>rison. - '- 

During hcf ilk^ssj ^he lo^ the orfy 
relation who had the powfer with the ih** 
clination to assiirt her ; he died suddenly 
at Bath. This added mtich to bcfr iHRt- 
tion, but she seens^d d^meti «o ktfbw is6 
liappiness. 

After her recoTcfy, the fitst letter put 
ifiito ber hands wils one from her soH(!ttoir^ 
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iiMdMii^ «oife from Mr. Ateabum Modiih 
to hiflSj to thk efied:*^ 

I laid jour letter^ of the twenty- 
first df Jime^ before toy fHend Sir l^ino- 
tiijr f*Kgfit> the eaiKest oppoitomtj thai 
c4fered, and be prodoeed Teucberjsi under 
Mn. Mortimer's offii hand^ wbkh vnakei 
ii ' balanee of fbtrr bundred poQivdft aoi 
itj|^W4rd8^ to be dtM io bim^ wbieh he «««- 
|]ffee>ft she wiH imniediately cause to be 
^tenrdd by lier bond^ end insuring ber 
tHe in the manner she proposed at firigh** 
ton. On thiese icondittOM be d«sirej»iHe 
to strspend proceeding agaitiM ^r« • It 
is needless lenteriTig into any disdHnion o!f 
"^e Tarioot topks to wbicb yOii arivisrt ; 
liad Sir Timothy Flight received the 
libellous letters M^hldfa Mrs. Mortitner 
lias thought proper to address 4b liioBself 
and his friends^ in any other thfin the asoat 
contemptuous lights he would have heed 
less lenient; but it may perhaps b^e chari* 



V- 
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table to caution her against too lieebtiou^ 
an indulgence of her pen. I am^ Sijr> . 
Your most obedient servant^ 

Abraham Mopish« 

' • ... 

. The libellous correspondence to'\yliicIi 
Mr. Modish adverts was Mrs. Mortir 
mer copying Sir Timothy Flight's letters^ 
whicb he wrote to her whep he placed 
her son atscboal ; as she thougb^^ if; h^ 
bad te^oUected: tb^^ hC;: ^uld :J5iJ5Yi?ir 
l>bject to pay Dr. Johns h^ boy/s schodU 
bills. Her' solicitor advised Jxer to tak^ 
no other .notice of this letter :than t^ 
MQCipy itj and enclose it to the Barpnet ; add 
.^r siomiB ponths she heard no more of the 
bufiiiiei^. She was con6ued to her house 
by illness from June to October^ and Dr, 
Johns kindly and generously offered^ for 
the two boys to s^y with him till Cbrist- 
jQsas^ as he considered it probable thatSi^ 
Timothy would have too great a regard 
for his Imnour to forfeit it by iiot 
-falfiUiog the promise he had made af 



educating Lutterel Mortimer for the 
fcbarcb. 

Mrs. Mortimer now advertised for the 
situation of governess^ as she thought^ 
bj going out in that capajcity> she should 
be able to pay her child rens' school-bills. 
A l^dy answered her advertisement^ and 
for sixty guineas per year she was to 
undertake the education of six young 
Jadies, and to instruct them in English^ 
French^ Italian, geography^ drawing, 
music^ writing, arithmetic, and his^ 
tory. She regretted being compelled to 
leave the lady with ivhom she lodged, 
for she had behaved to her like a sister ; 
she had sat up with her twenty^twp 
nights when she . was ill^ and she w«i 
so pleasant in her manners, that Mrs. 
Mortimer was sincerely sorry to lose 
her society, and if she could have af« 
forded to pay what was requisite fof* 
her board, she would not have left ber^ 
for her spirits were so depressedj that 
she felt herself scarcely equal to the 
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task 9he hmA undertakeo. Sheliad^dM 

part of the familj with whom .she wtt 

to reside : Mr. Mrt. and two of th6 

Miss Cashes^ had been in Towb^ and 

Mrs. Mortiaier war hj no ineaiii pfc» 

judiced in their favour. * Pretioosly t6 

her jbintDg this familj id Essez^ she 

passed a few days at the Reverend 

Edward Stanton's in Buckinghamshire. 

The change of scene^ and heing with 

friends whom she sincerely valued^ had 

a very beneficial effect upon her healtii. 

To all this amiable and good family 

«he was indebted, for assisting lier in 

her pecuniary difficulties during her 

long indisposition^ and it may naturally. 

be supposed she parted from them with 

^reat regret. Mrs. Mortimer, however, 

had sufficient command of herself to act 

in every respect according to what she 

considered io be her duty : sh« had long 

^ven up i»ny hope of happiness on thris 

"sid^ the grave ; but she trusted, that by 
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JMM€fejriiigiiii doiog rigbt hem^ ^ iboutd 
Mfcwre ^lieUy beoeafiler. 

l^tth titia iopBesaimi ahe took kec mH^ 

in tibe Utteir etid of Oct^ber^ in (bt Har* 

wiqii oMcl^ wbioh pMiefk New-bniH 

UpU^ tbe jBwl of Mr« Godh. . Aliioill imo 

u) the eTOQiDg she w#8 sei down at the 

giKte baiMgMg to this maoMoa: adiftj 

bay. iil4w4ed to t^ke cbar g€ of the lug^ 

gogt> Md as ho was not sufficiently strong 

im carrjr the pottmrniitoaii on bis shoulder* 

Mfis» Mortimoc had oves . and «ioii to 

<i|ef^ thi^ tho poor cffeoture might resi 

liiodtf^f. It i^as a &oe iooo»-ligbA nighty 

Hfid flbe saw that tho groiMids appoaf ed 

^fottjf^ hut the house seeinad unfiliiiishedk 

•ft ft had Qsly one wuig. Ahogetfaer tho 

place looked reapoctiU^I^ and ga?ebeff 

a more feuroiirable opioioa of Ibo familj 

^bmm sbe bad f<»med by til»f af^pearaoco 

m Lmdofi ; but on entortng the house 

all wU total darkness, aibd sbe was pot 

into a snail pariour^ till Mr. and Mrs^ 

Caih were infoirnied of ber aorif al. At 
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tmgtit m Albigail broii^t a lights a^ 
she was conducted into a dravring^roooi, 
where the whole family were assembled. 
Mrs. Cash receiTed her withvgreai sitiff* 
nessy and iDtrodiaieed her to all pr'esentas 
^r ehildren^ excepting t^o- gentlemeii. 
This raiher surprised Mr9, Mortimer^ as 
several of the young ladies appeared more 
fit for a husband than a goTeraess. 
Mrs. Cash said they should soon h^ive 
tea^ and id the mean tume her eldest 
iiaughl<$r would shew her to her apart- 
mrat. It now required all Mrs. Morti* 
mer'S' presience of mind to conceal ber 
disg^f t at the ropm appropriated for hsf 
use; it e&a^ly resembled what her mao 
servant used, to aleep in: whitewalls^a 
cheek bed and window curtain^ a com^* 
mon deal table, two chairs, a chest * of 
drawers, and a looking glass, comprehpsad^ 
-ed the furniture. of this elegouitapaitr 
menti She observed thai at teii ahe was 
the last served : the eldest daughter, soo# 
and company, had cream^ and ihin bread 
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and butter ; but the governess and rest 
of the family milk, and thick bread with 
little butter. Mrs. Mortimer pleaded 
being fatigued^ and retired to her garret^ 
but before she could even undress her^^ 
self, a servant entered to demand her 
candle^ as her mistress never let any per-^ 
ec^ put out their own Hght. Thiswas 
far from agreeable news^ for Mrs. Mor« 
timer was alwajs fond of both reading and 
writing at nigbli when the house is per*, 
fectly quiet ; and she now saw that she 
should be debarred of this comfort At 
Btne o'clock the family assembled to 
breakfast ; and when Mrs. Mortimer 
joined them^ a gallon loaf was put intq 
her band^ and she was desired to cut the 
thick bread and butter for the children. 
This was a most unfortunate request^ as 
she had all herlife attempted gaining this 
accomplishment^ but without success^ an4 
even at a smalMoaf she performed so 
awkwardly, that her friends always in- 
sisted she should pay a forfeit if she 
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teucKed the bre«d^ they not beiog; ablA 
to shew their own dexteritj afterwards, 
as 8he left the loaf so uneven as to render 
it impossible to cut Vauxball slices* 
However, she did as weU as Ae couldji. 
but proiMibljr k would have been some; 
hours before the young ledies were sati»^ 
fied> if Mr. George Gash had not very 
bindly released her from the difficutt 
task. The same ceremony was kept up 
at each meal, namely that Mrs* Mortis 
mer was last served^ Whm breakfiist 
was over^ Mrs. Cash ac€om|Mi)ied Mrs. 
Mortimer to the sdiool-^roem, and ad^ 
df essed her as follows :*— '' I wish yoii> 
iytdam> to miderstand, that I want my 
daughters to be very accomplished ; alan 



mending their clothes, Ac. you will bear 
them their prayers every moimiag and 
ffight; see their linen right from the waab 
and given out to wash ; also that it is pro«> 
perly aired, and, when you want an hour 
to yourself, if you ask me you shall have 



a, if I Clin sf^are jrou. Two boors you must 
walk ever}' dajr with the girb : thej must 
rise bj< seven o'clock in the morning ; but 
as tbey have bad tbe ague^ I do not choao 
!tfaey should learaaoy thing before break* 
iast, 0n\j skip ; and tbey have ropet 
for thsrt exercise. I ako beg that you 
will df ess remarkably plain., as I. do not 
like the appearance of a fine lady/' 

She then departed> and poor Mrs. 
Mortimer was really an object of com- 
passion^ for she saw that she was to be 
considered' oa better than an)UppeJ[^sen^anl. 
'As to her dress^ howJt coql^ be plainer 
i«fae eould not divine^ as she wa« in deep 
mourning, atid not even tbe least white 
^bout her. In London Mrs, Cash bad 
4oId her thai her second daughter was a 
fbad temper, and* she feared that Mrs. 
Moptimer would, have some U'Ouble with 
iher, but on the contrary she found that 
this young lady was nineteen years of 
age, kept the same hours, and was treated 
itbe same as the children. They bad all 
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beett neglected in their education^ hut 
the second of the M is& Cashes shewed 
such kindness and attention to Mrs. 
Mortimer^ that she waa sorry to leave 
*ber, for she was convinced, if treated 
'properly, - she would have been both 
amiable and accofnplished ; and indeed 
all the children, if sent away from their 
parents, might have turned out tolerably. 
Mrs. Mortimer ommediately entered 
on her new situation/ and gave the young 
people such lessons iks she judged proper ; 
at dinner sheeoutd hardly keep her coun<- 
tenance. The two gentlemen who were 
'visitors wete limbs of the lavjr ; one was 
extremely clever, and they played off Mr. 
and Mrs. Cash to gre^ advantage. The 
master and mistress of the house sat at 
the top of the table ;' the company on 
their left hand ; their eldest son, who was 
just from college^ was more civilized than 
the rest of the company, and sat at the 
bottom ; the remainder of the fkmily sat 
promiscuously. . The table was filled 
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M^ jth ample provisions^ but was a scene 
of confusion, all the plates and dishes 
being banded from one to another across 
the table. The most affectionate expres.- 
Mvos padaied^ .as ^M&yey, doTeji^, Georgy, 
Porgy,— have 4 bitof goosy^ deary, do; 
ileary^ Tally sal pick a little. bony > pre- 
cious little darling shall have a nicy bit 
of tarty/*— When the cheese came IV^rs. 
Cash observed that the small beer^was 
excellent, but if Mrs. Mortimer liked a 
drop of ale, she vvas very welcome to 
iiaye it, and when the wine was put on 
the table, Mr. Cash gave her half a glass 
«f poct^ as being more wholesome thao 
.-white. Never was ^ any person more ooA 
•of their element thao. Mrs.. Moi'timer; the 
conversation was perfectly new to her, 
and great part of it totally unintelligible. 
.Mr« George Cash behavod very civilly, 
but bis jootfaer looked very grave at him 
for 'SO doing; When th^ cloth wmm^- 
moved, Mrs. Mortimer and .the >onog 
people £;etui:n6d to the tchool-room ; they 



4ill drwkitfftwHh tteiaiDily^ aftec wfciili 
ike goMrecncw waa to (hear ti^se gr«it 
Cprb their prajrerfl^ and put ibma id M. 
Mr^: Cask leot up to s&y? tkat M». 
Mortimer migfat return Ar a dio«t tuBt 
to^tfae^ parleur, if 4he pleated. 

The neit moraing-flbe attended to^dim 
the young hMiias, alter ^hich ^ey htgta 
skipping, but as no tkippingrrope^; or 
£te, had beeu prdtided for M r^* Mor- 
timer^ sfae ivas -aearl J perished with. eoU« 
Her attempt at cutting hread and butter 
-was worse tUs niorDiag tbu^ erer; it 
eueas a home baked, leaf^ burniin. tbe owi^ 
laod'after - jel^eval tiaie» tryii^^. she gav^ 
mp tke loaf to oue^of the ^ntlemeo^ ftr 
ahe cottld uot.ewu make itbe knife penc*- 
irate^ tbe isr u^ was eo bard . After, tte 
.meal was over, .^firs Cash rtqoes^doo 
.audit ace with Mxt • Mortiioer ; skeJi^gftQ 
naith sayiog^tbat/she^was eatttuiefef ^sotry 
to diatrees ber> .buttsbe had njoesved ^ii^ 
-^rsMiion, wbieb was vierv^distressiagto 

Jbet feeiii^^ aa sbe ^had boeu 4otd ;tkct 
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Mrs. Mortimer bad been mistress to 
Sir Timotby Flight, bad ran away 
from bim, and left a greM many debts 
in Brightm. Mrs. Mortimer desired 
to know from wbom. sbe bad receiv*' 
ed such intelligence^ but sbe objected 
to give op the author. Upon this Mrs. 
Mortimer fetched all Sir Timotby Flight's 
letters^ and pot them into Mrs. Cash's 
bands, and related the treatment wliieh' 
afae had experienced in Sussex; upon 
mrbich Mrs. Cash owned that she bad 
been to the family in Colchester, from 
whence Mrs Mortimer had married, also 
4o Taun Hall near Witbam, and tbaC 
both these families bad convinced her 
that it was a malicious report.* How* 
ever, Mrs. Mortimer saw that Mr. and 
Mrs. Gash looked on her with a suspici- 
ous eye, and she felt her situation not 
only' very ufocomfortabie, but the fatigue 
of attending on six young ladies, from 
seven in the morning till nine at nighty 
was more llban her health was at that 

YOL. II. H 
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period equal to. The party was this day 
augmented by a Captain Simper : be 
Gomniaoded an excite cutter^ and in !•<* 
tnrn for the good cheer he got at New- 
built (or« as it wai called by the popu* 
]9kCts One Pound) Hall, devoted much of 
hift time to the famiJy. They bad been 
in bis cutter to several watering places ;. 
10 shorty it was entirely at their commaod. 
He came with the pltasing news that 
it was painting, and would soon be 
rt^dy. for their reception^ . as they mu^ 
have one more aail before Cbriatmas. A 
yery ainiftble family residing neiir^ the 
gentleman being barrack roastqr, Mr««. 
Mortimer asked if they kii^w tbe%'*— 
Ob ! dear ! No^ was the reply, we pev^r 
suffer any red coats to visit here; and 
the your^ ladiea said their ,pa(ia a^id 
maanoM were frightened to ^eatb« of tMr 
being rub away with by sooie of tbe 
protecton of their country; that they 
b^d given . a dance not long aince, aod 
had great difficulty in getting partn^f^ 
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as all ojficers were excluded from com* 
in; to their house. Mrs. Mortimer hsid 
a letter to inform her that a vacancy bad 
taken place in a royal public diarity^ and 
if sbe would offer hetselta catulidate, 
firobably she might succeed. She there^* 
fore immediately wrote to the first Lord 
of the Admiralty, the Secretary^ a Coia<^ 
mandant of royal marines, and several 
public characters^ \i(hose interest wa» ne» 
eessary to be obtained ; sbe gave tbest 
letters to an old man, who appeared to bf 
factotum to the family, and soon after ht 
called Mrs. Cash out : ^hen she returaed 
aengeance sat on her brow, which nevet 
had a very conciliating appeamnte. Mrs« 
Mortimer, as usual, retired with her pu« 
pits, but a few minutes : after she was 
told that Mr. Cash requested her com* 
pany in the drawing-room. Sbe found 
him alone, and he thus addressed her-: 
'^ I am sorry to inform ybo. Madam, tbiU 
you will not suit my place^ therefore the 
sooner you go the better.^'^^ltlrs. Mot* 

H 2 
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Mortimer was thunder-struck at thiaad^ 
dress^ and entreated to know kow she 
bad offended ; he said she had given ao 
offence to him^ or anj of his family^ h«l 
from what he had heard and seen^ she 
could not stay with them ; in short he 
4houghther much too fine a ladj taadu* 
cate his daughters.--*He addedj that a 
coach passed for London by his gate 
at Bine o^clock at night. She was so 
eonfounded and mortified at this convert 
•ation^ that it was sometime before she 
could colkct her spirits ; when «he re- 
turned to the school-room the' children 
i^ere all gone, and the servant told her 
that Mrs. Cash had taken them out of 
the house. She requested that a post- 
chaise might be immediately sent form- 
at w«iiting in that situation till nine at 
night Was totally impossible ; she could 
not submit to fit at table with por^oaa 
who had treated her in such an unfe^i^g 
manner, and who had fiormed suich an 
unfavourable opinion of her character. In 
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a few hours she left Kew-built H&ll^ 
when the servant ioformed her that she 
Vas the third .governess vrbo had onlj 
stayed a few daya in the- house. In her 
drive to Colchester, Mrs. Mortimer re^ 
fleeted upon her past life^ bow unfortu* 
nate she had been in all her undertakings, 
and considered what she must now do t^ 
support her four infants, 

*^ To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-inorrow^ 
Creeps in this petty space from day to day,' ^ 
To the last syllable of recorded thne ; '* 
And all oar yesterdays hare lighted fools ' ' <^ 
The way to dusky death. Oat, oal brief candle; 
Life's but a walking shadow ; a ppor player, 
That struts and frets his honr upon the stage^ 
And^then Is heard no more : it is a tale, 
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
Signifying nothing/' 

. .» 

* Mrs. Mortimer eaUed oq her. dear 
friends at Colchester. Mrs. Cash had 
just been to them, and mentiontsd the per- 
sons with whoBS Mra; Mortsmer cprres* 
ponded, aa ^ lomething v^ry df^adfuL 
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The latter passed sone iiours with these 
kind friends, and diverted them with aa 
accouut of the lamates of New-huilt, or 
One Pound HalK The history of Mr. 
Cash and his family was very conoiie ; the 
gentfeman was a ti^adesmaa^ dealing ia 
teveral usefnl articles ; he had engaged 
in a hank^ and New-built^ or One Found 
Hall got that name by his having hiiilt 
it from the circulation of notes of that 
amount. The family now moved in ^ 
different ^phare of life to what they had 
ever expected ; and this woul^^b^i gentli^ 
man and ladjf only valued persons ae* 
cording to their riches ; consequently 
Mrs. Mortimer had no chance of stand- 
ing high in their estimation. 

On her return .to London^ she met 
with the kindest reception from the lady 
with whom she lodged. She did every 
thing is her power to make her comfort*- 
able, and once more Mrs. Mortimer de- 
voted her time to jieedle- work ; but as 
the amiable Princesa Amelia was at that 
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iime considered in a dangerous state^ a 
total «top took place in all fbncy and of- 
namental wovks^ and comparatiyely 
speakings she could get no employment 
The holidays now drew near. Dr. Johnt 
had not been paid her sons scbool-bilU^ 
Aud to encroach further op his goodness 
was totally impossible. She therefore 
thought that she would try what she 
could obtaki fropa the Baronet. 

On her return from £ssex« she had in* 
.formed his uncle of the scandalous reports^ 
circdlated respecting her and Sir Timo- 
thy; and she knew that the Bishop pf 
. . ' M ■ ■■ had kindly applied to the Baronet's 
late tutor to write to him on the subject^ 
as she was deteroiiiiedy if possible^ to 
know from whence the report originated. 
Sbe wrote to Mra. Cash on the aubject, 
but her husband denied the whole^alleging 
that they did not know for what reasiin 
Mrs. Mortiiqer had ran away from th:eir 
hottse^ which letter she enclosed to those 

B 4 
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friends in Essex to vyhom Mfs. Gash liai 
mentioned the circuuistaDee : of coofse 
she appeared to them in a Yery respecta- 
ble light, because 

«< Truih is a gem aboTe ail yalac." 

As Lutterel Mortimer used to present 
little tokens of gratitude to tiie Baronet, 
Mrs. Mortimer bad a topaz set in a ring» 
Mrhich the Colonel brought from the 
East Indies. She vrrote to Sir Timothy, 
explaining her situation, and that she was 
recommended to set up a boarding-house 
for young gentlemen belonging to West^ 
minster school, as it would give her ao 
opportunity of educating her boys there, 
and that she wa^ willing to engage in any 
way in which she could promote the 
welfare of her children; but that with- 
out a small sum to begin with, it was 
not practicable. She enclosed thcf ring 
in these lines:— 



m^m 
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^ On everjr side the threateniDg tempest lowers, 

Distress and woe my weavjr steps surround, 
Slera poTel't7 her baleful torrent pours. 

And slander's blasting breezes far resound : 
Malignant tempest ! wilt tbou nerer cease, 

Till life's last sigh hath trembled fMim my heart ? 
Most my unhappy soul ne'er taste of peace, 

Till the dread hour that dooms her to depart i 
Still to snccciedtng grief an easy prey, 
/ Fated to feel those paugs I cannot cure; 
Corroding sorrow marks each passing day, 

And* forms new His for future life to endured" 

, By return of post Mrs, Mortimer bad 
this reply : ~ 
< 
Madam^ 

The uoparalleled and infamous way 
in w^ich you hate behaved deserved 
ouly from me the most severe and imme- 
diate puDishment. When I first offered 
to put your hoy to acbooh you should 
not have let him gone to such an expen- 
sive school aa Kensington. J knew not 
any others but you might and ought to 
have found some school where boys of 

h5 
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better prospects in life ihnn he ftfe eAr- 
cated at a third of tbe expenee. Major 
M-— would have found Scotch 8choo)«> 
-where be would have been well educated 
for even IcM. When after thai I bad 
thought of putting you^ out of cinirity^ 
in the way of earning a comfortable 
livelihood here^ instead of gratitude for 
my munificent charity^ your talking of 
hating come hare to sppecintend my 
concerns^ was the most outrageous degree 
of folly^ insolence^ and wickedness. Yon 
have' met with lenity you little de« 
served; if then you do not immediately 
give a clear and prbper account of the 
way in which yoa have spent the sums 
received while here,' I shall tell my 
steward and my solicitor that the sums 
they took upon themselves to advance 
you, without my order; they must proceed 
against^you for. There was nearly three 
hundred pounds balance^ beside the sums 
received from Mr, Abraham Modish, of 
which he has receipts, and with one bun- 
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dred Md iftj, or two buodred pomidi^ 
you had from Mri^ Qrant, as jrou have 
not paid your lodging nor the trades^ 
.pepples' bills you owe here^ oot e?eA 
butchers' and takers' bills, all of which 
jou must have paid the year previous in 
Loqdon. You must have received five 
or six hundred more the year you i|as 
Jherathao the year before in London^ and 
^.af tbisj, unless you immediately give a 
clear acciwnti I shall desire my steward 
juid my solicitor to settle matters directly 
with yoa, and the Brighton tradespeople 
will then flock to return you their thanks. 

I remain^ &c.. &c« 

T. F1.IGHT. 

Mrs. Mortimer explained to Sir Timo- 
thy^ that she never had the sums which 
ha mentioned ; that^Mrs. Graqt pAid h^r 
4rn^p(iilfide a. month for the hoafd jtnd 
.l#^ing of herself and black servant 
con^quesitly she could not be a gainer by 
4iQf; and respecting plftcing her son at 
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the Reyereod Dr. JohM, .that it wasilm 
partiedlar rei|Ue*it tfaiit the boy ttiglttlie 
vent there. She al9o made an exact ttate^ 
neDt of all her peeaaiary eonceras, t0 
which she received this aaswer.--** 

Briglilmi, 1810. 
'Madanij 

You have only aeot mi account of 
thirty-six poandsi forty*five pounds, and 
forty pounds, amouotiag to oae hundred 
and twenty*one pounds.^ Yoo bad hotter 
iherelbre send the receipts of ^fvhatyoa 
paid here in a parcel ; though as yoa 
have not paid lodgings butchers', or 

* 

bakers' bills, it will not be easy to ac-* 
count-fot the balance of the sums you re- 
ceived from my solicitor and steward^ 
amoiftottngto above four hundred pounds. 
You are aware they would ooi be very 
uowilllag/ if I would permit theni^' 'It 
punish y euf as you deserve, with the moet 
extreme severity. The only way to avofll 
^hts, is to make an immediate Md mwk» 
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^Mie Mcotuit how 700 have spent th£ 
' /CUM you reeetved^ aodio give a bood for 
i»hat you are indebted to me, either ia 
4fae way you yourself proposed io ibt 
letter you wrote to me at Edinburgh, er 
any other more adviseable mode; and 
which bond you may gradually pay off« 
Yo u little deserve any lenity from me, 
jiut I suppose you had rather trust to my 
lenity than settle accounts with my 
solicitor aod steward. If you shew a 
proper contrition for your diabolical con* 
duct, I may perhaps write to Dr. €■ " ■ ■ 
who was my tutor at college, to. say what 
I can for you« 

I remain, &c. Ac. 

Timothy FuGBT. 

* M m 

.As io shewing a proper contrition, 
JMrs. JMortimor knew Uiat she had always 
.Mrictly performed her duty whileshe was 
ili.$ii:.Xin«olhy Fligbt's^ service; and as 
|»% the sums he specified thsf she l|ad rer 
she never k^ any more than 



^fi^liat has already beea meotioiied^ Skt 
fras aware that the Baronet was knposeii 
on b/ Mr. Abraham Modish and Mr* 
Chitted but aU she coold d» was to send 
Iter d^y-book^ in whic^ she. entered aU 
the ttiOBfies she either ceceijed or paid> and 
the receipts of the tradespeople ; trusting 
to Sir fimothy's honour to return theaf» 
irrhtch he dlid^ acconpaaied by this 

Madad^ 

I return you your parcel. I am sur* 
prised you should have the impudence and 
folly to flfend me your book> with a salafy 
put down of three hundred per year> and 
other things so absurd^ it is useless io 
mention. You might as well ^baye said 
you were entitled io five hundred a year 
for the years I paid your boy's schooling- 
My housekeeper might^^ with less IbNy 
and impudence^ claim one thousfand a 
year. It is a new and pleasMt way cer^ 



Hm\y of eftfteuig^ mopej^ I0 daw a ^alujr 
of a hene&ciot, wtiUe and for reeeiYiog 
from him manificeoi obligations of cbft-^ 
fity ; and ftoah ckmduct tb^wt ^gulUr 
goodocBs of head aod baart. To eodb 
howeteir^ this tnost ditgupiing buainesi^ 
if jrou do oot knaiediatitlj prepair^ to al&* 
ecttte a bood for the turn you owe bio:; 
there was three buiidred duo to me from 
the sums adraoced to ywk by Mr, Cbiasol 
imd myself, besides what was advaoeed 
to you by Mr. Abraham Modish, and 
for which you will only be charged for 
what he had receipts for ; if you do not 
prepare a bondj iosiiring your iife^ your 
own proposal was in a letter to me about 
a year since at Edinburgh, I will no 
further b^ troubled, but shall desire Mr. 
Abraham Modish and Mr. Chissel to pro* 
ceed against you, on their own account, 
as most of the money was advanced by 
them to you without ray order. You 
requested, as an act of indulgence, in one 
of your letters to Edinburgh, that yofi 
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YnigbC itttte with me, mttead of witk 
Mr. Abraham Madish ot^ Mr. Chissil, 
aod the return I have receiTed from yon 
for this and my other fcindoets^ has been 
the most infamotM^ outrageous fngfati** 
tude^ and iKriekedness. If therefore you 
do not inmiediately prepare to settle the 
business in the way I have stated^ and 
which yourself proposed in your letter to 
me at Edinburgh^ to execute a bond^ and 
insure your life as a security^ J shall de» 
sire Mr. Abraham Modish and Mrv Chis^ 
sel to lose no further time in settliog with 
you on their own account^ and they will 
not shew you the unmerited lenity t 
have. You will therefore send me an 
immediate answer^ by which Ishallregu* 
late my instructions to my solicitor. 

I remain^ &c. &c. 

Timothy Fliohtv 

Mrs. Mojttmer felt most severely the 
iojustieeof the accusations, contoined iiT 
|hi8 letter^ but bow to convince the Ba* 
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ranet of his error she did iiotkiMiWi uhe 
wu naturally too good and too jiist to. 
act in the way he did>. unless he wag im- 
pelled to do 80. If ahe had each aoiDS aa 
the solicitor and steward said^ why would 
they not produce Touchers to prove their 
detuand to be just, and meet her solicitor 
to settle the business ? All this she onoe 
more expressed in a letter to Sir Timotfayj 
^and also got a gentleman to deliver her 
accounts to the Baronet, and settle with 
nun; but the gentleman coul^ notsuc« 
ceed* Mrs. Mortimer, about a week 
Aflter wards, was called down to attend 
Mr. Abraham Modish's clerk ; he said 
be was sent to inform her, that if she did 
not consent to sign a bond for four 
hundred and ninety pounds, as monies due 
from her to.Sir Timothy Flight, that the 
consequences would be to her the most 
lamentable. She demanded for what 
. such a sum was asked of her ; he said for 
her boy's school-bilU, and various other 
articleaj aad that if she did aot oomp^ 
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the Brightoa triidespeople sfaould pror 
Geed against her. He was a liiUtj dark^ 
ill'looking fellow^, whose couoteoance 
alene would. condeoHi'hiai io any court of 
jtutke; hid oame, Zacharia Smouch. 
She told him that she tboald write to the 
Baroaet oo the subject, which she did, 
represeDting the injustice of the proceed* 
logs. She was first thresteoed to be ar- 
rested for two hundred and ninety pounds ; 
Mr. Abraham Modish next made a de^ 
mand on her for four hundred pounds; 
and his. clerk now insisted on a bond for 
four hundred aad ninety pounds. Sir 
Timothy replied as follows :*«« 

4 

Bfighton. 

Madam^ 

It seems to be, as L expected it 
'Would turn out, that any lenity of mide 
towards yotl would be thrown i&way. If 
I had any intention of doing any thing to 
to serve you, yo{j seem to do e?ery thing 
you ean to prevent me, by recurring t& 
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^ the same disgiirting^ conduct, the sam^ 
train of disgusting £aIfteboods as former? 
ly. Pn examining the accpunts you sent 
to me here, there was due to me, chieflj 
bj the .tarns of.nionej advanced to jou 
bj Mr. Ghiasel, three hundred pounds; 

. Mr. Abraham Modish^ I think, one hun- 
dred aqd &ftj. The bond, vvhen com« 
pleated, will of course ooljr be to tbf 
amount that jour own receipts ta Mr. 
Abraham Modish proves, in addition to 
the three hundred. I desire you not tp 
trouble me with any letters till the bond^ 
Ac. is complete* I had better, I beliere^ 
have left Mr. Chissel and Mr. Abraham 
Modish to settle with you, md not ha(ve 
troubled myself. You bad better how* 
ever take this serious warning, if you 
sbniRe any longer I shall desire them to 
settle with you on their own account^ as 
the sums tbey advanced yqu were with* 
out my order, and if so, you will find thS 
consequences very lamentable. Yoa 
'must therefore either send immediately 
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for Mr. Abraham Modish'a clerk and 
conduct the businesSj else it will be eoo^ 
eluded in a way you will find mudi m#re 
unpleasant. 

I remaifi^ &c. Ac, 
i Timothy Fx.ight« 

Mrs. Mortimer iowoA it waaimpiOMible 
to oonfince the Btf onei that she hiA 
never had the simia of Mr. Abrahaiaa 
Modish or Mr. Chissel which tkej had 
told him they had adTaooed. She had 
expended^ in pajiog Mr. Wedgewood for 
china^ &e. and Mr. fiell^ linea^draper^ &t. 
the inoney advanced to her> which .idie 
liftd >theif bills, and, ¥eeeipts to proye* 
Her skuatton tould not bb mote hmimtf^ 
lible than it was; the expected aU.bcr 
children home for the holidays ; she had 
no place to receive them in^^or money to 
procure any ; shfei s<wfOte D^eatedJy. fa 
Mrs. Dart/ the braiAdy merchaaii to^ie 
an account of the arbicJes ivbieb she bsid 
seized of her*s for r«n||,)wt sl^ topk no 
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Boiieeof the request ; however^ Mr. B— * 
aod Mr. Miberva interfered^ and she sent 
up the childrens' clothes and a few c6m>^ 
roon gdwDs of Mrs« Mortimer^ but all 
the best she detained^ and at last her 
daughter wrote to sajthat Mrs. Dart had 
bought every ^thiog in^ aud that when 
Mrs. Mortifner could send her the 
amoont she should have them. This^was 
ibe only account that she had of her pro« 
;^ertT> added to which she did not take the 
kouse of Mrs. Dart, but of her niece. 
The agreement was to pay at the rate, of • 
one hundred and fifty pounds per year> 
from the' first of September, 1809, to the 
isin^«(Hith of June^ ISIO. Thirty* six gui* 
oeas Mrs. Mortimer had already paid of 
the rent, and Mrs. Dart siezed for the re- 
tiiaioder on the twenty-first ot.May^ liJlO, 
odtboogfa the time diA not expire as has 
""been mtetioned tm. the nineteenth of 
'June. The i^reenent ran thus : — 

:^j I ^agree to take No. 1, Dorset 

Gtoye, froift the first of September^ 1809^ 
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to the DiDeteenth of June; 1810, ready 
furnished, at one hand red and ten guineas. 
Signed, Hubcrtinis Mortimbr, 
M. A. Dart. 

Mrs. Mortimer lieard no more from the 
Baronet, till she was informed that Mr. 
Zacbaria Smouch had brought a bond 
for her to sign ; she sent word that she 
^as engaged, and desired he would leave 
it. She .took it to her solicitor, and it 
proved to be a bond for four hundred aod 
fortj pounds, but not mentioning for viiiy 
or wherefore he desired lier on no acconot 
"to sign it, and[ to tell Mr. Zacbaria 
Smoutrh, in presence of a witness, that 
she would not sign that bond a.s she was 
hot in debt to SirTiiiflotby Flight, but as 
she had no money to engage in a law-suit^ 
if a bond was drawn specif jing that all 
ber bills at Brighton should be paid, and 
her sod eontmue at Dr. Johns' school t II 
properly educated^ she would sign such 
a bond, oiade pajablt atthcjexpir^^ion of 



five yews. Her solicitor thought^ iq 
giving this advice^ th«t in that time the 
Baronet would be coovinoed who were 
bis frieads, coasequeotly that the bond 
would never be put in force. 

When Mn Zachtiria Smoueh came, 
Mr9« Mortimer, in the presence of a 
witness^ repeated what her solicitor bad 
directed ; ' upon which the little being 
flew into a gre^t rage^ and told her if she 
did not sign it she would repeiitj as the 
consequences would be wMt iadnentable. 

His threats were soon put info execu- 
tion, as not long after she was arf ested by 
two of the Brigbtan tradespeeple, for 
which she immediately gave^ bail, aud 
wrote to one of her creditors^ Mr. Plum^b 
in North^street, mentioning eXtttly her 
siiuatiou; that she was incapable of paj'ing 
her debts^ but that she was willing to do 
huy tbiag which be ^ould point out to 
satisfy tbe tradespeople, by giving up 
the half of her pension of sixty pounds 
per aanum till the whole was discharged. 
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This gentleman behaved in the handsomest 
manner; he called a meeting of the 
tradespeople, and afterwards wrote to her 
that if she would trust to his honour^ and 
dome to Brighton^ no one sfaotald molest 
her^ as on the spot she could belter settle 
with her creditors than at a distance ; to 
this she agreed. 

A few dajs before she set oft* for Sussex^ 
she was called on bj a Mr. Cheshire of 
Newgate- street ; he was nephew *of the 
person from whom Mr. Cfaissel had ta* 
ken the house in which she resided^ io 
High- street ; he said he came with a pro* 
fessional gentleman to request her attend- 
ance at the Sussex Assizes^ as Mr. Chissel 
had never paid the rent of that house or 
returned the key; that Chtssel had called 
upon Mr. Cheshire about a jrear back^ 
and desired that he would apply to Mrs* 
Mortimer for the rent^ to which he replied^ 
that he could not think of so doing as that 
lady had not taken the house; upon 
which Mr. Cbissil said that if be WMtld 
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fKghte&her nhe would pay it^ for that she 
should not remaia long in Brighton. 
Mr. Cheshire^ instead of .molestiogMrs. 
Mortimer for the rent^ demanded it of 
Mt. Chissel^ wlro denied ever taking the 
house or haying the key. An action was 
now brought to recover the rent &c. and 
thej wished Mrs. Mortimer to appear^ but 
she entreated/ if possible^ to be excused^ 
as appearing in a court of justice would 
be very painful to her feelingSj and as 
thej found some witnesses who could an- 
swer better^ she was excused* These 
witnesses proved tliat Mr. Chissel had 
took the house^ that Mrs. Mortimer wais 
not even present^ that her maiid delivered 
the key to Mr. Chtssel, anjd his own ser- 
vaot proved that he locked it up for some 
months^ "and after Mrs. Mortimer left 
Brighton^ sent her to throw the key into 
her house: this she could not accomplish^ 
upon which she knocked at the door^ and 
threw the key in^ but it was immediately 
thrown after her, and what became of it 

TOIi. II. I 
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she did oot know. It may easily be ima- 
gined the impression such a trial made oa 
the minds of all present ; it clearly projed 
that Mr. Abraham Modish and Mr^ 
Chissel would stop at nothing either to 
injure or persecute Mrs. Mortimer^ or to 
play into each others hands. The rent of 
the house was one hundred guineas^ but 
the damage done to the furniture one 
hundred and fifty more^ and the expence 
of the law-suit upwards of two hundred; 
all this came out of Sir Timothy Flight'9 
pocket 

Mrs. Mortimer was accompanied by a 
lady to Brighton^, as she did not like going 
alone. They arrived on a Sunday even- 
\x^, and they aoon got into a small lodging 
on the West Cliff. 
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CHAP. V. 

'^ Oppressed with gtief, oppressed with car«^ 
A burden more than I caa bear, 

I sit me down and sigh : 
O Hie! thou art a galling load, 
A long, a rough, a weary road, 

To wiotches such as 1 1" 



As aoon as Mrs. Mortimer arrived at 
Brightmi^ she seot her son with a letter 
to Sir Timothy Flight to inform him oh 
mrhat account she had come to Brighton ; 
that she felt it her dutj to her children 
to clear up her character^ as from the 
manner in which she had heen driven 
from SusseXj she had appeared in a verj 
unfavourable light to the people in ge* 
nerais therefore she should be compelled 
to shew the Baronet's letters to prOve 

i2 
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what were her e^cpectations when she 
gave up her Town residence^ and removed 
to Brighton. Luttere) Mortimer was re- 
fused admittance io the Baronet^ and the 
letter was returned. Mrs. Mortimer soon 
after met Mr. Blacky the coal- merchant^ 
and he very civillj offered to deliver any 
messaige^ &c. at Sir Timothy'Sj on which 
she gave him the note^ but it was a^aia 
refused. This beii^ tiie case, she de- 
ferred meeting hec creditors for twd days^ 
as she did not wish to expose the Baronet^ 
if she could possibly avoid it. It had 
been the desire 6f her refarfions and frien^s^ 
from the firsts that all \m correspondenoe 
should be published ; but she would not 
Gonsefit to this> in the hope that he would 
take cotirage^ act for himself, aad con* 
sequently do her justice ; she therefore 
wished bitti to kn^^ what was going 
forward. The next morning the lady 
who accompanied her to Sussex called at 
Sir Timoihyls house, but she was in-* 
formed tfaart no person was adinitted t^- 
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bis presence^ or any letters taken in. 
Mrs. Mortimer then applied to one of 
the gentlem^ who keeps a library at 
Brighton^ and Mr. Pedestrian very kindly 
ga?e the letter to thte Barbnrt ; but as^no 
notice was taken of it> at the appointed 
time she met her creditors^ and entered 
into a bond to allow them the half of her 
income, till the whole of their demands 
was paid. They all behaved tery hand-^ 
aomely !to her, and after this was settled 
s^e produced Sir Timothy Flight's let** 
ters. They read them^ and only one sen* 
tira«nt prevailed^ that ahe had been most 
cruelly persecuted for having done her 
'duty. They said that they knew many^ 
of tlse articles which she had engaged 
now to' pay for were for the Baronet'a 
houses; that itw^asonly justice to her* 
ndf to make public such treatment; that 
if she would open subscriptkms, and ad«* 
v<rtJ0e th0 causes which bad reduced her 
to such ind%ene6> they would receive 
doiiatJk>ns at their hoUses ; and a clause 

i3 
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yfu entered in the agreement^ wkicfa \ms^ 
signed^ to secure .thirty pounds per an- 
num to her creditors^ that she should 
endeavour to raise a subscription^ tad 
the half of such contributions should go 
to liquidate her debts. 

The next day she took such steps air 
she thought proper to set a subscriptiod 
on foot^ but this coming to the know-^ 
ledge of the Baronet^ he \veot to Mr« 
Plumb to request that he would desire 
Mfls. Mortimer to stop such proceedings^ 
and that every thing should be settled* 
She assured^Mr. Plumb that it was very 
disagreeable to her to be compelled to' do 
any thing which could hurt Sir Timothy's 
feelings; that she would immediately 
€<Mnply with his wishes^ which she did^ 
by forbidding any thing for the present 
beii^ done towards solicitiqg the pubUe 
in her favour. She was grieved to find 
that the Barooet resided with woraen* 0f 
aotflirious ebaeacter ; that he had 'UO. ^re- 
spectable society; was deeply in debt; 
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and ibat his solicitors said they were 
obliged to grant aanuities on Srr Timo- 
thy's estates. Every body pitied this 
young man, as he was to the high road 
to ruin« and every person wondered that 
his relations did not endeavour to save him 
from designing villains. Mr. Modish 
bragged to every one that his client was 
many thousands in his debt ; and report 
said that he wm soon to be married to 
Miss Sharks as her mother had got n 
promise from the Baronet to that effect, 
which she was come down to see fulfilled. 
Mrs. Mortimer was extremely concerned 
to hear all tbis^ especially as she knew 
that 9ir Timothy Flight was naturally of 
a g^d disposition ; and was convinced, 
that when permitted to come to himself 
and reflect, he would be shocked to find 
bow she had been persecuted, beeau^ 
she would not join to^ defraud him. • It 
was impossible, she thooght> that a man; 
who once possessed every great and oobte 

i4 
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vifitue^ c^uld be so 'debased as b^ now 
vfBB to all appearance. 

As to Mr. aod Mrs* Abraham Modisb 
aod fwaaify, tbej were the laugh aod de* 
testation of Brighton* Miss Charlotte 
Modish had been endeavouring to captif 
Tate the Golonel of Dragoons ; but af 
that gentleman had some taste, he ha4 
chosen a different lady, and poor Misf 
Charlotte, at forty years of age, witb 
Vp wards, as reported, of forty tbousaad 
poinds, dressed, frisked, and sui^'-^tQ 
berselfr— for no person seemed inclined to 
rob ber dear papa and juamma of theif 
ge^Ue daughter. Not so with ol4 Abra- 
bam Mpdish : one of bis spna fell ia loff 
irith the ^mii^ble daughter of a respect^ 
iKble offieer. This gentleman had b^n a 
folonel in the army : he was braie, and 
«f strict honour; but having little bo^ 
j^des his pay, hia circumstances worA 
embarrassed, itnd Mr^ Abraham lM[odi4i 
begged ditt his deaf frietid would maM 
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u» of: bift fane, aad that he £ould pay 
hiiawben perfectly convenieiit to hittijsielfj 
M so trifting a . Mim was of no conse* 
<|ueoce^ eveo the loss of it could not be 
fdithy him. The Coiodel accepted thii( 
etfir^ mad not bmiiij weeks aftery Mf* 
A&rehftm Mo>di8h;deniaiided this gentle 
man's daughter tar. bis son. The Colonel 
said he had no \>tjection« provided such 
a proposal was agreeable to hie child^ 
but she alone must decide* The lady 
*«as..4i^oordiBgly appHed to for her con^ 
acsDt; but her wpugaanee to a union 
with ekth^ Mr. Alexander or Mr. Sym-* 
pliany Modish was sucb^ that she wouM 
kave ivttfierred death to accepting eithei^ 
of ttem. Mr. Abraham Modish was sa 
oaaaperated at this,, that he imaiediately 
wrested the father £(Hr the sum whiefa he 
had forced on him^ eoncludiog that tbia 
bfa^e SOB of Mars would saerifce hw 
chyd to secure his own safety ; but such 
was the man that he had to deal witfa^ 
that he would radier have- terminated hie 

i5 
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existence in the nicttt lostbsoioe pmoo^ 
than have consented for his daaghter to 
Iraye become the brfde of a Modish. 

Mrs. Mortimer naturally coneiudt^ 
that all ' her accounts would now be sirt-» 
tled^ aa she could not suppose that the 
Baronet would. forfeit bis word, buisfaft 
was delivered this letter : 

X 

Madam^ 

You may remember 4hat sometime 
ago I had loeca^on to write you open aa 
affair respecting some accounts betw^eeo 
yourself and Sir Timothy Flight, i 
wished then to have interfered more fts a 
friend than as a professiooa) maa^ ami 
felt a pleasure in a supposition that i 
could have rendered a service by my m-^ 
terference. I need ik4 remind you of th^ 
cause which r^dered my services aboe«- 
tive. I am sorry to say that I aot iqpMo 
placed in a similar situation to #bat i 
stood in when I before addressed yoa> 
fu having a most unpleasant commission 
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to execute. But a's I am far from betog 
desirous from wielding the weapon in- 
trusted to me^ without first attempting 
an honourable and amicable arrangement^ 
may i inquest the favour of you imme*' 
dtate)y to have the goodness to call at our 
office^ that the business may be fully en^ 
tered into and explained^ assuring yov 
that no disadvantage from your attiendance 
wiH arise. I am^ 

Madam> your most obedient servant, 

Jabk£» Batch, 

KtQoe9*pT^BC6) 181 f# 

Mrs. Mortimer saw that tbe same me* 
f-hod was now adopted to frighten her out 
^f Brighton^ as bad beeu made use of 
the year preceding ;^ for she had been 
t6ld by ft profes»ionftt gentleman that no> 
writ bad been taken €Hit against ber^ 
when she was before threatened to be ar^ 
rested. ^ She immediately watted on Mr.^ 
Bat^b, who- to)d her that Sir Timothy 
Fiigbt desired that he would arrest ber^ 



180 BRI€MIVO|l IN AK yPil^AR^ 

"nritbout giving her notiee of sucb a {iro;- 
ceediDg, but this was nayer done, ia hif 
office; that' be wished tp know the caiiM 
of litigation^ for which he was emplojed^. 
Mrs. Mortimer related every oceurreaee 
that had taken place between herself aii4 
the Baroaetj when Mr. Batoh asked per- 
mission to see her accounts^ Sj<r Timothy 
Flight's 'letters^ &c. to which she bad ii# 
objection ; and the following day be called 
on her^ and saw all the papers, bills, re- 
ceipts^ &c. upon which he waited on Sir 
Timothy Flight to say that he had sfen 
the letter^ &c. that he advised him to 
bave every thing settled^ as assuredly the 
balance was in Mrs. Mortimer's fitvooip. 
The Baronet replied that he had jui^ had 
a letter from Mr. Abrah^un Mlodish, wh^ 
de»red that he would swear to a debt of 
lour hundred pounds^ and that he would 
make out an account to that amoiit^. 
Mr. Batch told Sir Tim^thy^ that having 
Been the letters^ accounts^ &e» he siieuld 
HOt do him justice to accept of nmh an 
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affidavit^ unless tbAt he could pcoYt to 
him thai he had sooie just claim cm Mra. 
Mortimer; to vvhich he said that he 
W04]ld ^wear immediately to that flaniw 
Mr. Batch decliaed receiviiig the aft- 
-daviti; and u|^ott Mrft« Mortimer heariiii^ 
what, had passed^ she agaia took ai;tfve 
measures to interest the public to coatri*- 
httte to the relief of h^self aad helpless 
iabalB. In the middle of the night she 
mas aauch alarmed at hearing a^viofeat 
knocking at the door, and a man's voice 
demanduig admittance to the person who 
lodged there. Mrs^ Mortiijaer and b^ 
fritod were dreadfully fEJghtOEied ; for 
they thou^fc that sheriff's officers were 
com^, and they entreated that tike dooir 
fsight not he <^ened; but whea they 
discovered that it was Mr. Plaaib and 
Mr. Ped€strian> tfaeyarosoj andadi^itled 
them. These gentlemen had come from 
the Baronet to tell Mrs* Mortimer tfattt 
if she would permit Mr. Pedestrian, aod 
aqpther gentlemftrb io read his lettersj 
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mod §ee the accounts^ if thejr said that 
they were really his band-^irritiiig, and 
that she had been ill used, eierj thing 
ahonld be imoiediatelj titled, provided 
that she did not solicit the attenticm of 
the public to what had passed^ as die 
proposed. Mrs* Mortimer gave the same 
answer which she had before done to Mr« 
Batch, and the next day the gentlemen 
came, and saw the correspondence, &c. Ac 
jTheir •opinion was, that if Sir Timothy 
Flight had any consideration for his owa 
lioooor, he would immediately settk 
CYcry things as they thought that Mrs. 
Mortimer had beeo cruelly peisecuted. 
Mr. Pedestrian said thai he was aure the 
Baronet wished every thing settled ; but 
he said, if Sir Timothy did, Mr. Abra^ 
ham Modish, and Mr. Cbissel would be 
angry with him. Mrs^ Mortimer desired 
the gentlemes to inform Sir Tiiuotjiyr 
jttiat a» he employed Mr. Bat^b for his 
soUcitar, she would apply to Mr. Mauni, 
andthatwbatever tbo8^gentl$Bianthaii|^ 
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proper^ she Mrould abide by; and pra« 
tided that they could not settle it to the 
Baronet's satisfaetion, then it. might be 
referred to Serjeant R«— > who was then 
in Brighton. 

-She now once more flattered herself 
thttt every thing woold be settled^ and 
that she should be able to have a home 
for her chrldxen^ and exert her abilities 
for their support ; instead of whieh^ she 
was infofnied that Sir Timothy Flight 
had sworn to a debt of one hundred and 
thirty pounds ; upon wbieh she wrote te 
bim^ expressing that ahe knew what be 
had done^ saying that she was sensible 
be was compelled by his solicitors to act 
as be then did ; that she knew he was io 
their power ; but she begged him to be« 
lieve that sbe was always ready to prove 
berself his sincere friend^ by extricating 
him from their clutches, for Mrs. Morw 
timef really felt for Sir Timothy. . She 
was told by his opposite neighbours: that 
be walked to and fir o in his ranBi> wring* 
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mg hkbands^ and crying. dreadiNiH;>«iidf 
tiut the irirago v/ho resided with himr 
threw things at his head. Thus this ac- 
complished and amiable yoitdg man waa 
miserable and sacrificed, by falling int(^ 
the hands of vretehes- who took advan- 
tage of his nervous scMosations Ao fce^p hint 
at variance with his respectable reJlatient 
wad plunder him. 

Mrs. Mortimer determined to leave 
Sussex immediately^ and was preparing 
for that purpose^ whcto a omo eolened 
Md said he bad a wadrranfe for her. It 
Inras in the evining^ and being darh^ she 
requested to know for wh«t^ >nt reeeived 
no answer. Candles #ere' brought^ wbeo 
she discovered the person who broogbt 
it to be Mr. Snip> a (aylor in St. JamesV 
street;, who had abused her so unmeipci'' 
fully the nighl; she was driven out of 
Brighton^ and who swore he would cni 
the traeee if they offered to; take her otil 
of the town« She really turned quita 
6|pk at seeing this man^ and d89wU4 t# 
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peruse any paper of whioh he was th^ 
bearer: however^ it was necessary to 
see thecoatents^ which were as follow t*-^ 

^ 1 To the Constables and H^ad.boroughs of 
i^ussexf ^|,g Hundred of Walesbone, in the said 

^' These are in his Majesty's name to re<- 
quire you^ on sight hereof^ to summoa 
Hubertine Mortimer, of Brighthelmstonej 
in the said county^ widow^ {/ersonally to 
appear before his Majesty's Justices of 
the Peace, acting in and for the said 
county^ at the Star Inn^ on Saturday, the 
twenty- fourth day of May instant, at the 
hour of eleven in the forenoon of the 
same day, to answer the complaiqt of.Silr 
Timothy Flight, of Brighthelmstonej in 
the said county. Baronet, for haying od 
the twenty-eighth day of April instant, ' 
v^hilst he, the said Sir Timothy Flight, 
was sitting quietly at dinner in his front 
parlour, approached xylose towards the 
window, and loudly vociferated the nrame 
-of Mrs, Mortimer, and thereby greatly 
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disturbed and disquieted him in his said 
dwelling house; and also that the said 
Hubertine Mortimer may become bound 
and lyith surety for her good behaviour in 
future. 

'^ Herein fail jrou not. Given under our 
hands and seals at Lewesj^ aforesaid^ the 
twenty-ninth day of April, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and eleven. 

'' Signed^ Paper^ull and 
Shallowpate/^ 

After reading this curious compositioiTj 
no one present could contain their laugh- 
ter. It was evident that the low eoinpa* 
nions with whom the Baronet associated 
bad prevailed upon him to take this 
measure to detain Mrs. Mortimer in Sua* 
aex till a writ could be sent from Londofa> 
M Mr. Batch had declined having any 
thing to do in. the business. Sir Timo^ 
tiby'9 affidavit was therefore forwarded to 
Mr. Abraham Modish^ and Mrs. Mortis- 
mer sent the summona to a solicitor ia 
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Brighton^ to kaovr what ytm to be done 
with itj as she was totalljr unacquainted 
with this respectable branch of the law : 
all she could say in suiswer was^ that she 
could prove shle had not been even near 
the Baronet's house at the time mentioned, 
or was it probable that she should voci-« 
Cerate her own name* She was told that 
she mighty if she pleased^ put the sum^ 
Qions in the £re. 

It must be concluded that such contl-* 
nual persecution affected Mrs. Mortimer's 
health ; she however endeavoured to 
bear with firmness the trials she was des-^ 
tined to suffer^ but her strength was not 
equal to her wishes^ and she was fearful 
from the repeated agitation which she ex* 
perieneed that she should again be coh-^ 
fined bj severe indisposition. 

. It was evident that Mr. Abrahan^ 
Modish. would Qot let her remain. peace- 
i^bly ia Brighton ; that he wished to- 
place her io a jail^ otherwise why not meet 
a respectable pi'of^rssiiHial man to settle 
the matter in dispute. 
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On the tnomiiig tkat she was to return 
to London^ the good woman with whotn 
Mra. Mortimer lodged told her that the 
constable had desired her not to let her 
lodger leave the house withoufvii^forming 
him; as Sir Timothy Flight wished to 
detain her in Brighton : the poor crea- 
ture felt for her^ aod she desired that she 
would depdrt immediately^ and she would 
make some excuse to the coosiable for 
not having complied with his orders ; but 
Mrs. Mortimer desired that the geDtlemad 
might be immediately seoi for. She waa 
surprised to see siich' a respectable look- 
ing man^ and requested to k0ow by whose 
authority he was to detain her in Sussex. 
He said ' that the Baronet bad desired 
him to inform her that she must remaia 
to attend the summons at Lewes ; upoa 
which she told the constable that if he 
choose, to pretest her returning to Lon* 
don she certainly should obey bis MderS'*^ 
but she candidly informed him that lie; 
diould be answerable for any usgust pro« 
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ceedings. This gentleman seoned per-^ 
fectly asbaqoed of his embassy, and de« 
sired that she would follow her awn in- 
clination : of course she did not remain 
long in a place which was again in an 
uproar^ from the public being made ac-^^ 
quainted with the events which had te^ 
cently taken place between bar and Sir 

Timothy FUgfet. 

She felt herself much obliged to Mr. 
Pedestrian and Mr. Plumb for the hand«r 
sonie manner in which they behaved by 
epd^vouring to settle every thing amica<« 
bly between herself and tlie Bitpcmet> and 
tii^y were now cMvincQd that n^ depend-* 
a^aee eoald be placed on him : they felt 
tiiat tbey had been iUrtreatedj by his so 
repeat^y promising that the accounts of 
'SflXH. Mortiofter should be settlied^ which 
he oiiiy did to gain time to recieive in^^-^ 
s|i[uctions from Mr. Abraham and Alex«* 
ander Modish^ as he had not a will of his 
cwn^ being entirely under their command; 
andtheic fiiend Mr« Chissei was gone 
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into the north, and could not assist tbem. 
On Mrs. Mortimer's arrival in To^n 
she had a consultation of several profes* 
flional gentlemen, and they decided that 
if she had six or seven hundred pounds to 
engage in a law*suit, they should advise 
her immediately to commence an action 
against Sir Timothy Flight : his letters 
vrould prove that some agreement bad 
been made respecting her going to 
Brighton ; and he also had engaged 
to educate her son; had desired that 
he might be placed at the Reverend 
Dr. Johns* school, in Kensington ; bad 
sanctioned bis being there, by hiinself 
fetching the boy home and returning hioi 
to his school : it also was evident ifaat 
Mrs. Mortimer had unlimited credit to 
draw on the Baronet's bankers, should 
sfie find herself in any pecuniary difficul- 
ties, since the year 1806; and many in 
her situation would have availed tfaeni* 
selves of such an order : consequently a 
British . court would see that she wa^ 
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per«ecuted bj the recommendation of 
Mr. Abraham Modish, as he saw that 
she would not connive at defrauding Sir 
Timothy Flight : the former considering 
that she was a dangerous person to have 
n^ear the Baronet^ and measures of course 
were taken for her removal. 

Mrs. Mortimer knew that Sir Timothy 
Flight had sent the affidavit to Mr. 
Abraham Modlish^ and she was convinced 
she had nothing to expect from his hu- 
manity^ but every thing to fear from his 
vengeance : therefore she took a single 
room in a court near St, Martin's church, 
till she could determine what method ate 
b^d best pursue* 

^er eldest poo was with her ; he had 
l^een nearly six months from Dr. JobnSj 
as the billp owing for his sicbooling 
amounted to one hundred and, thirty 
ppunds, and forty pounds were also dja^ 
fp4r Edmund. Mrs. Mortimer had there- 
fore only this alternative, she miift eitbfil 
rfiise a subscription^ or sfie; bej. .chi|df«ii 
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starve; and Iier two girls mart come home, 
as she could not aford to pay for their 
remaining at school. The youngest 
son had been some time with an officer of 
the Royal Marine Artillery ; but it was 
impossible that he could remaio much 
longer with that gentleman. 

She was advised to write to Mr. Abra<^ 
ham Modish again/ to offer to refer every 
tbiog to arbitration ; and a lady of great 
respectability uodartook to deliver th^ 
letter, and speak to him on the sub- 
jcct. 

When Mrs. Rochets gave the letter 
aoEid mentioned from whom it came, Mr. 
Abraham Modish flew into a violent 
rage; he threw the letter from him^ 
then trampled on it, sayings '^ Woman> 
who, and what are you ?'• She quietly 
replied, ^'lam. Sir, a female/' thinking 
ti»at such a reply would bring his- recol- 
lection to him, and that he would feiA 
the impropriety of behaving in such a 
maBHer befyit a lady: upon wfaidi he 



potted a bA\ witti greet vehemeoce^ 
wlitn bis factotum and cleric^ Mr. Za« 
etiatia Smoucbr made Iits appearance. 
'' Take notice/' said aid Modish, ''tliat 
tivis \^oman lias come tiere to jnsalt me : 
fetcli a constable immediately." 

Mrs. Rocliets was so terrifted that she 
toolt hcr.Ie&ye^ when he desired his clerk 
to follow her wherever she went. 

As slie came out of the Temple, she' 
made a siga fdr the person who bad ac-^ 
companied her, on no accoifnt either to^ 
join or take any notice of her, for she 
was resolved to lead Mr. Zacharia 
SmoUch a prettj dance^ and still he should 
not know where she resided. Accordingly 
she set oif about two o'clock in the day^ 
and walked tili past six from one street 
into another in hopes of seeing some 
place where she should give the clerk the 
slip : turning a street, the corner of Lon- 
don- wall, she saw a very respectable look- 
ing man standing at a cheesemonger's shop: 
she said softly to this man, '' For God 

VOL. II. K 
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^ke protect me ! " He saw that she was 
fblloTved by an ill-looking fellow^ and 
replied, '^ Pass on to the parlour :" this 
nhe did^ and she law Mr. Zaeharim 
Smouch peeping from a 'watch-box, to 
see her make her appearance. Upon ex« 
plaining faet frittnirtioo to the persons 
who had giY^nher protection^ the wdfibaa 
of the hQU9e advised her disguising her* 
self. She was dressed in de^p widow's 
mournings which she exchanged for a 
colouredpeliisse and bonnet, with along 
^shawl^ and she had the pleasure of pi^is- 
ing Mr. Smouch ; no wopd^r he did not 
recollect her^ for when she returned 
home, none of her family recognized her 
till she spoke. Mrs. Rochets informed 
Mrs. Mortimer that Mr. Abraham Mo« 
dish had sworn ia the most dreadful 
manner, that he would make an example 
of her, and that he would commences 
criminal prosecution agfiinst her ; 9he 
said she never before beheld such a hor* 
rible Jopking wretch ; he appeared 
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choaked by pride and passion^ aodl capa* 
ble of i any act of vengeance. When 
Mrs. Mortimer's friends heard this, they 
reeonunended her leaving town for sora« 
w?eeks^ for they were fearful that closr 
t^Bfiaement . would injure her health. 
Sh0 passed this period vrith a very 
oharoiing agreeable widow lady in Essex, 
but finding that no inquiries had been 
mwie for her during her absence, she 
concluded, that, as before, they only meant 
to frighten her, therefore by the advi^a 
^f her friends she returned to the lady 
vi^bo had treated her with such sisterly 
affection when she was ill, and who had 
OQ all occasions proved herself a most 
sincere and disinterested friend. They 
also desired that Mrs. Mortimer would 
pluck up courage, and face her enemies ; 
that she would write to a friend in 
Brighton to obtain two persons to be- 
come bail fot.her, in case she should be 
arrested there^ and that her friends in 
Townwou|d indemnify tbem; that sha 
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should g4> immediately herself to Brigft** 
toQ^ open a S4]bs€ripfion^ and expoie alt 
th^ Baronet's letters^ &c. &c. and it 

. they commeaced an actiaa, tfaea that she 
should defend it^ as it was elea^ tbat 
ihey persecuted Mrs. Mortinler \mctai9tb 
she was a poor unprotected wid^v^ wbo 

' had not money to engage ki a iw9-imH, 
or male relations to teiie her part. 

She did as her frieods reeommead^d* 
but she found that a persga of Sir Twkh- 
ihy Flight's forinse had ^reat idfiMBM 
oyer the tradespeople in Brightoa^ to 
several of whom he was deeply m disbt, 
and they were afraid of offieoding him, 
by opening subscriptions ai their lioutef 
for the persecuted widow ; oeoaeqiiMtly 
she determined to endeavour^ by Writiog 
a novel, to procure a sisoi su^eieot to 
pay a persan for his trouble and e^iemies 
to go to Brighton^ when the s^seo 
was &^\\, and to open a subseriptios £ar 
herself and helpless childrfeiu 

She heard that at this iMie Mr. 
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lAbrafaiiiii Modish ^ a»4 ^U bis aoaiabU 
SMoiily were i^ great txovbh ; the graad«- 
liP'Ugbtor wbo they ^$4 tafaen oader tbeif 
jprot^lOn t^ T^u off vfiih the balf^pay 
j^Sicor ^ajt ]Vli«s (^h^rjotte Modish had 
dMigmd l^/b#a(H4r wiih her peraQQ afif) 
fMlnof^ pr0\A^ «^«. «ould nod; do betr 
t$i, Mr, A^bri^ha^ Mpi^Uh^s oepbew, 

Mug «* ywog n)w ^ ^ntj apd goad 

fkfi9«i|ik)6« scoiild tHtt «ubiait to remaii^ 

Mil Siintjf if Jh^Q c^ndii^t Jle^c^^ 1^4 

MM^q^ Wi4l^§a| 4oipg v^olefiq^ ^.bii 
01HI boMtor^ ^n4 vrbo ^r^^ted him ^« • « 

•ftitogtiw of ^lerk to i^ .^c^f F0i3|»^t^blf 
j^icikM m FimbwyriMiuar^ to whow 
be was related. 

.In ahQi*i^ it af^iqed ihA tbe period 
vim mw f.friyod wbeq Mr. and Mrs. 
Abridl^m MiodUh miift gi?e i^ tb«ic 
fttt^ttm we^Hb^ and tei^m to tb9 
im^bhetui;]iaod ^f Iifing^op^ for t^f 
Hamburgb wtil boougbt mtellige^^^ 
ikat a iief ho» of the. late Mf &« Q««driir 
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ped yfM ^oon comkig fo England^ to 
investigate tbe affairs of his deceased re^- 
lative. Sir Timothy Flight began to 
suspect that old Modtsb was indeed s 
wolf in sheep's clothing, and consulted 
a gentleman of eminence^ whe convinced 
bim that persons who* kept hiin at vari« 
ance with his relations^ wi^ the impres* 
sion that they wished * to confine hios, 
must he designing villains/ ^s unless be 
committed some act of irilhlent^, it was 
impossible in this fi:e^ ccfmitry, wboae 
laVrs ar6 the admiration df the worlds 
that any subject could be deprived of 
bis liberty, witlbout ample cause bdog 
proved * that such : a measure was ne^ 
cessary. But the persecuted Mrs. 
Mortimer was still an object of the 
greatest commiseration, for she was 
incapable of doing any thing for the 
iiuppfrrt «of her family* Her good 
friend, Mr. Edward Stanton, bad got 
her sons placed on the foundation of ji 
public school^ and the master bad givea 
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ber permission ta establish a boarding* 
house for yoang gentlemen belonging 
to that seminary ; but although the be-* 
aevolent and humane friend of mankind, 
who severed the chains of si aVerjj gene- 
rously assisted Mrs. Mortimer, yet Ae 
could not taise sufficient to engage iu 
such an establishment^ nor could she place 
her sons on that excellent foundation^ as 
the expence of their board would far ex-» 
ceed the wbele of her income. She M^as 
therefore compelled ta exert herself to 
support her children, by again returning 
to needle-work^ but the relapse of our 
beloved monarch put a stop once more 
to all fancy dresses^ which prevented 
Mrs. Mortimer from obtaining employ- 
ment. 

Her reliance therefore rested upon 
the Supreme Disposer of all human 
. events^ that he would extend his meircy 
to her beloved children^ being perfectly 
convinced that those who endeavour to 
merit his bbui^'j, 'will never ^plead in 



Taio^ and Aiat vfhen he cbastiseSj it if 
fbr wise purposes ; for 

Kot prudence can defend, or ttrtue sare ; 
Disease inTades the chariest tetnperailee ; 
▲n# ptahhmtat the guiltless ;. and tUmrm 
Thra' thickest shades pursues the sound of peiunes. 
Man's caution often into danger turas^ 
And, his guard falling, crushes him to death. 
Not happiness itself makes good her name ; 
OoT very wishes glTCS ns irot our wish ; 
How distant oft the Ihing we doat on most, 
from thai for wMek we doa«-*-leli€ily 1 
The smoothest course oi nature has its pasni^ 
And truest friends,^ through error, wound aur rest; 
Without misfortune, what calamities ! 
And what hostilities without a foe ! 
Nor are foes wanting to the best on earth 
But endless is the list of human ills, 
And sighs might sooner fail, than cause to sigh*-^ 

YouKfi* 
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